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Being pleased by the praises sung by Brahma who was troubled

by the asuras Madhu and Kaitabha at the end of a kalpa, She,

the supreme Devi, supporter of the worlds, emerged out of
MahaVishnu’s eyes, who was in mystic slumber. Deluded by
Mahamaya, the evil asuras, Madhu and Kaitabha, were then slayed
by MahaVishnu. Let Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop
the terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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When Mahishasura was creating havoc in all the three worlds,
the devas got together and requested Brahma, Siva and Vishnu
for help. Then Goddess Durga was created and weapons were given
by them. Let Goddess Durga, whose battle attire is accompanied
by the loud cries of the devas, become a fort for me to stop

the terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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The sighs heaved by the Goddess turned into battallions and
with them she killed the army of asuras. Then She killed
Chikshura, the general of the asura army. Her lion jumped on
Chamara, another able member of the asuras and killed him in a
battle. Within moments She also destroyed the enemies udagra,

karAla, bAShkala, biDAla and others. Let Goddess Durga become

a fort for me to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta, the god
of death.
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When Mahisha who shook the entire world approached the Devi,
She destroyed him. But, he then took the form of a lion, then
came in the form of man, elephant and back to his original form.
She then attacked him with her foot and cut him up with Her
sword. Let Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the
terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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“You are the personification of the power of the entire host of
devas, auspicious one, mAya - the consort of the parabrahman,
brave one, in a battle You are the form of Lakshmi, Sarasvati and

a7

other manifestations, yet, immediately like a lightning, You grace
people due to compassion, protect us with trident and other
weapons”. Thus when the devas praised You, You gave them boons.
Let that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible
army of kRitAnta, the god of death.

~ o [N oS
TP AR e ﬁﬁ eall
QTa?CIT TYRISTAE SSAHRN BHISEAS |

. Y aNl o "\c: c\'\ J\:‘I \'%-l?ﬂ'
Irg ENFAFdH-IHE § Zia Faardl & |

Praised by the devas who were suffering because of their defeat

at the hands of the arrogant shumbha and nishumbha, a gentle form
emerged out of pArvati at the slopes of Himalayas. Sportingly She
attracted all the three worlds and was seen by chaNDa and muNDa.
Let that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible
army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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Being informed by chaNDa of the Devi’'s beautiful form, shumbha
became desirous of attaining her and immediately sent a messenger.
She sent him back with the message that only the one who defeats
her in a battle can become her husband. Enraged by her answer,
shumbha sent dhUmralochana, who wanted to fight. Devi destroyed
dhUmralochana along with his army. Let that Goddess Durga become
a fort for me to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of

death.
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When chaNDa and muNDa came with their forces, She created kAli
from her forehead. kAli then destroyed the army and its weapons
and then killed chaNDa and muNDa. Later when Shumba’s army
approached, kAli expressed her anger by roaring aloud. Let that
Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army of
kRitAnta, the god of death.
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Then shivadUtl (one who sent Siva as messenger) - her own power
was created from combining the powers of all the devas of the
brahmANDa. Then She was called to battle by the asuras who were
incited by the words of shiva (lord with the moon on his head)

who was sent by Her. She became delighted on seeing the army
being attacked by the angry mothers - the manifestations of

the devas’ powers. Let that Goddess Durga become a fort for me

to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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The devas next saw the asura raktablja, who came to the

battlefield and who created fear by filling earth with warriors

(of his kind) who sprung from his blood that oozed out of him

when he was struck by the shaktis. Then as and when Devi attacked
raktablja, kAli drank his blood and ultimately he perished. Let
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that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible
army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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Next was the terrible battle with shumbha and nishumbha. nishumba
who fought with an axe and arrows was struck unconscious by Devi
with a sword. Then with the trident She struck shumbha who was
fighting ferociously with ‘shakti’ - indra’s weapon and with

arrows. Let that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the
terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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Again, nishumbha sent forth many chakras at the Devi which She
broke. She broke his gada with Her sword and then tore his chest
with Her trident. Another form of his came from his chest and

was immediately killed by Devi with her sword. Let that Goddess
Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta,
the god of death.
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When the different shaktis and Her lion were fighting the asuras,
shumbha accused the devi of depending on another’s strenth. So
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She merged all other manifestations into Herself and fought for a
long with shumba who fought with many kinds of weapons (shastra)
and astras (arrows released after invoking a mantra). Let that
Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army of
kRitAnta, the god of death.
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shumba’s weapons were destroyed and he was hit by Devi with her
palm. An angry shumbha took Her to the sky and fought fiercely.
Devi then decided that She had fought enough and killed him with
Her trident and made the earth free of distress. Let that Goddess
Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta,
the god of death.
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Remover of the miseries of those who are distressed, Bestower
of auspicious things, be pleased. nArAyaNi, You are the entire
world. brahmANIi, the first being, protect us from fear with Your
weapons like trident and others and kill all diseases. O Giver

of everything, give us boons.” Thus She was praised by the
devas. Let that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the
terrible army of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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Whenever | am remembered, | will again kill the host of asuras.
Always and everywhere | will protect those who are involved in
the stories describing My greatness. And | will give everything

that they wish for.” So saying She disappeared. Let that Goddess
Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army of kRitAnta,
the god of death.
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Hearing the greatness of Devi as related by the RiShi sumedhas,

king suratha performed tapas on the mountain sahyAdri for three years
and got a vision of the Goddess. She gave his kingdom back to suratha
and and the boon that he will be born to Lord sUrya and his wife
savarNA and will be known as sAvarNi and become the next manu.
She also gave the boon of self-realisation to the vaishya. Let

that Goddess Durga become a fort for me to stop the terrible army

of kRitAnta, the god of death.
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By reading the seventeen verses of “shridurgAsrutl” daily, man is
freed from fear of death, leaves behind difficulties, gets all

that he wishes for and attains liberty. And in that state of
liberation, due to the grace of the Goddess, he enjoys in its
entirety the fruit that arises out of reading the greatness of
Goddess girijA.
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Rudra-Adhyaya

In the famous Rudra-Adhyaya or the Satarudriya of the Yajur-Veda,
we have a majestic, universalised description of Lord Siva, a chant
which we are accustomed to everyday in the temple. Only those
who know what Sanskrit is, what the Vedas are and what worship
is, can appreciate what this Satarudriya chant also is. It is one of
the most powerful prayers ever conceived by the human mind. Itis
filled with a threefold meaning. According to the culture of this coun-
try, everything is threefold,-objective, subjective and universal.
Everything in the world, from the smallest to the biggest, has an
objective character, a subjective character and an universal char-
acter. Objectively you are something, subjectively you are another
thing and universally you are a third thing. It all depends upon from
what point of view you interpret a particular thing, person or ob-
ject. When you objectively interpret a thing, it looks one thing; when
you subjectively analyse it, it is another thing; and from the univer-
sal point of view, it is something third altogether. Likewise, this
Mantra, the Satarudriya of the Yajurveda, a hymn to Lord Siva, has
an objective meaning, a subjective meaning and a divine, supreme,
supramental, universal meaning. Objectively, itis a prayer for the
control of the forces of nature. Subjectively, it is a prayer for self-
control and the rousing of the spiritual consciousness. Universally,
it is a surge of the soul towards God-realisation. It has an
Adhiyajnika, Adhibhautika, Adhidaivika and Adhyatmika mean-
ing, as we usually putit. It has a tremendous meaning. The Vedas,
the Mantras of the Vedas, are filled with such threefold or fourfold
meaning. Hence it is difficult to understand the full meaning of any
Mantra of the Veda. “Ananta Vai Vedah”-Infinite is the meaning of
the Vedas. The meaning of the Veda is infinite. It has no end at all.
It is mathematics, it is chemistry, it is physics, it is Ayurveda, it is
psychology, it is metaphysics, it is philosophy, it is spirituality, it is
meditation, itis love, itis ecstasy. You will find everything in every
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Mantra of the Veda. All depends upon how you look upon it, how
you feel it. A person can be a father, he may be. a brother, he may
be a son, he may be a friend, but all the while he is one and the
same person. Attitudes are different on account of various rela-
tionships connected. So the Rudra Adhyaya is before us, a ma-
jestic prayer for world-peace, international-peace, subjective
peace, universal peace and God-Consciousness.

It is difficult to chant this Veda Mantra called the Satarudriya, be-
cause it requires a training, as in music, for example. Everybody
cannot sing. It requires a tremendous training for years together.
Likewise, the chanting of the Mantras of the Veda requires train-
ing for years together, not for a few days only. Just as one who
does not know how to sing, will make a jarring noise and you will
like to get up and go away rather than listen to it, so also when you
chant the Mantra wrongly, Gods will get up and go away. They do
not bear it any more. So, it requires training. But once itis properly
learnt, it becomes a protection for you from catastrophies of every
kind,-physical, psychological and what not. So, those who know
may chant it, recite it and take part in the recitation of it everyday
in the temple, at least during the worship on Mahasivaratri.
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This hymn of 16 verses is addressed to Purusha, a word which has numerous
meanings as He who is filled with light, He whose passions are purified etc. It
gives a symbolic account of how the Divinity itself has become the entire
manifestation. It is said that what is manifested both animate and inanimate is
only a small fraction of his glory and the rest is beyond our reach. This
manifestation came about only by the symbolic sacrifice or yajna. Only by

knowing this mighty Purusha can we transcend our limited mortal state.
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Purusha is thousand-headed, thousands-eyed, thousand-footed;

and, pervading the earth on all sides, he exists beyond the ten directions.
Purusha, indeed, is all this, what has been and what will be,

and the Lord of immortality transcending by mortal nurture.
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Such is his magnificence, but Purusha is greater than this; all beings are a
fourth of him, three-fourths—his immortality—lie in heaven. Three-fourths of
Purusha ascended, the fourth part was here again and again,and, diversified
in form, it moved to the animate and the inanimate world.From him was Viraj
born, and from Viraj was born Purusha; and, as soon as born, he spread
over the earth from behind and in front.
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When with Purusha as offering the Devas performed a sacrifice, spring was
the molten butter, summer the fuel, and autumn the oblation. Seven were the
sticks of the enclosure, thrice seven the logs of wood prepared, when
Devas, performing the rite, bound, as their victim, Purusha.On the grass
they besprinkled him, the Sacrifice Purusha, the first born. With him the
Devas sacrificed, and those Sadhyas and the Rishis.
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From that sacrifice, fully offered, was gathered the mixed milk and butter.
And animals ruled by Vayu arose the sylvan and the domestic. From that
sacrifice, fully offered, the Rik and the Saman were born the Chandas was
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born of that, and from that was the Yajus born.
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From that were born horses, and the animals with two roes of teeth;
yea, kine were born of that, and of that were born the goat and the sheep.
When they divided Purusha, how many portions did they make?

What did they call his mouth? What his arms? and what his thighs his feet?
The Brahmana was his mouth, and his arms were made the Rajanya
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His thighs became the Vaisya, and from his feet was the Sudra born. From
his mind was born the moon, and from his eye the sun. From his mouth
were Indra and Agni born and Vayu was born from his breath. From his navel
came the mid-air, from his head the sky was fashioned, from his feet the
earth, and from his ear the quarters. Thus they formed the worlds.
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With sacrifice the Devas worshipped the Sacrifice,

Those wee the earliest holy ordinances.
The mighty Ones attained the height of heaven.

where the ancient Devas, the Sadhyas, abide.
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O remover of all types of miseries, what wonder is there, if the prayer to you,
chanted by one who is ignorant about your greatness, isworthless! Because,
even the utterance ( speech ) of Brahmaa and other gods is not able to fathom
your merits (ie, greatness ).Hence, if persons withvery limited intellect (and |
am one of them) try to offer you a prayer,their attempt deserve your special
favour . Ifitis so, | should not be aexception . Hence, (thinking like this) | begin
this prayer.
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So great is your majesty that it cannot be reached by speech and mind . Even
the Vedas also, having become surprised, confirm yourgreatness by only say-
ing ‘Neti’, ‘Neti’ (not this, not this) while describing you . Who can praise this
type of greatness of yours? With how many qualities is it composed? Whose
subject of description can it be ? And yet even then whose mind and speech
are not attached to your this new Saguna form ?
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O, Paramaatmaa (Greatest Soul), as you are the very creator of speech of the
Vedas, which is like highest type of nectar and as sweet as honey, how can
even the speech of Brahaspati (Guru, or spiritual guide of gods) surprise you ?
(ie, the speech of even Brahaspati is worthless before you). O, Destroyer of
Three Cities of the demons, thinking that my speech may become purified by
this act, my intellect (Buddhi) has become prepared to sing your greatness .
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O, Giver of Boons, your greatness is the cause of creation, maintenance, and
destruction of the whole universe; this is supported by three Vedas (ie, Rigveda,
Yajurveda, and Saamaveda); it is distributed in the three qualities (ie, Satva,
Rajas and Tamas) and three bodies (of Brahmaa, VishhNuand Mahesha). Such
is your greatness but certain stupid persons in this world are trying to destroy
it by slander, which may be delightful to them but is really undelightful .
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If the Paramaatmaa creates the three worlds (ie, the whole Universe), what is
his gesture ? What is his body ? What is his plan? What is his basis (sup-
port)? What are his means (instruments,resources) ? These are the useless
guestions raised by some stupid critics, in order to mislead people, against
one (i.e., you) who always remains incompatible to senses .
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O, Best Of The Gods, are the seven Lokas (It is believed that there are
seven worlds in this Universe, namely, Bhooloka, Bhuvarloka, Svargaloka,
Maharloka, Janaloka, Tapaloka, and Satyaloka) unborn ? Was the birth of the
Universe independent of its Lord (ie, You) ? If it was so, then what were the
means by which it was created that the stupid critics are creating doubts
about you? (ie, you are the only creater of the whole Universe).
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The different practices based on the three Vedas, SaMkhya, Yoga,
Pashupata-mata, VaishhNava-mata etc . are but different paths (to reach to
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the Greatest Truth) and people on account of their different

aptitude choose from them whatever they think best and deserved to be
accepted . But as the sea is the final resting place for all types of
streams, You are the only reaching place for all people whichever
path,straight or zigzag, they may accept .

ha¥ . o . o
He &l EIdT] ‘R’ﬂTIFFl HEH RI0TA:
o N

HUTS S oG A=NTHRTA,|

ﬁl’l'%_(ﬂ a'l":[lﬁ Q‘JFT d WW"F"

Gl 13 EATHIH HEPJIHTIEFUH HHA 1 < )
O, Giver of the Boons, the bull, the parts of a cot, chisel, the
elephant-skin, Ashes, the serpent, the skull : these are the articles of
your house-hold . And yet gods get all their riches merely by the movement of
your eye-brows . Really, false desires for worldly things do
not deceive (mislead) one who is always is absorbed in his soul ( ie, the Yogi-
in fact You ). (8)
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O, Destroyer Of ( Three) Cities, some
persons call this Universe eternal ( ever lasting), others call it temporary, and
yet others call it both eternal and temporary . Hence, being surprised ( per-
plexed ) by these contradictory opinions on this subject, | am really becoming
|mmodest in quuaC|oustRra|S|n9\You
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Brahma and VishhNu wanted to measure your wealth i.e.greatness . You took
the form of Fire and your whole body was a column of fire extending over space
. While Brahma took the form of a swan and flew high to see the top(head),
VishhNu took the form of a boar and dug up downwards to see the bottom
(feet).Neither could succeed.(While VishhNu confessed the truth, Brahma falsely
claimed that he had found the top and persuaded the Ketaki flower to bear
false witness.Shiva punished Brahma by removing one of his 5 heads and
ordered that henceforth the Ketaki flower should not be used for his
worship).When ultimately both praised you with full devotion and faith, you
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stood before them revealing your normal form . O, mountain-dweller, does not
toeing your line always bear fruit? (20)
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Oh,destroyer of the three cities! The effortless achievement of the ten-headed
Ravana in making the three worlds enemyless( having conquered) and his
arrant eagerness for further fight by stretching his arms,are but the result of his
constant devotion to your lotus feet at which he ever laid the lotus garland
consisting of his 10 heads!
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Having obtained all his prowess through worshipping you, RavaNa once dared
to test the power of his arms at your own dwelling place(Kailas
Mountain). When he tried to lift it up, you just moved a toe of your foot
on a head of his and lo! Ravana could not find rest or peace even in the
nether-world . Surely, power maddens the wicked . Finally RavaNa
reestablished his faith in you .
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Oh boon-giver! BaaNa, the demon king made all the three worlds serve him
with all their attendants and even the greatest wealth of Indra was a
trifle for him . It was not a surprise at all, since he ‘dwelt’ in your feet; who does
not rise in life by bowing his head to you?
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When the ocean was being churned by the gods and demons for
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‘amRit.h’(nectar),various objects came forth: at one point, there emerged

the ‘kAlakUTa’ poison which threatened to consume everything . The gods as
well as the demons were stunned at the prospect of the entire universe coming
to an end, O, three-eyed lord, who is ever compassionate and engaged in
removing the fear of the world, you took it(poison) on yourself by consuming it
. (On Parvati's holding Shiva’s throat at that point, the poison froze blue there
itself and Shiva became ‘neelakanTha’). It is strange that this stain in your
neck, though appearing to be a deformity, actually adds to your richness and
personality .
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The cupid’s(love-god ‘manmatha’s) (flower) arrows never return
unaccomplished whether the victims were gods or demons or men . However
O, master! he has now become just a remembered soul (without body),since
he looked upon you as any other ordinary god, shot his arrow and got burnt to
ashes,in no time . Insulting, masters (who have controlled their senses), does
one no good .
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You dance for protecting the world, but strangely, your glorious act
appears to produce the opposite result in that the earth suddenly struck by
your dancing feet doubts that itis coming to an end; even VishhNu’s domain is
shaken in fear when your mace like arms bruise the planets; the godly region
feels miserable when its banks are struck by your agitated matted locks (of
hair)!
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The divine river flows extensively through the sky and its charm is enhanced by

the illumination of the foam by the groups of stars . (Brought
down to the earth by the King Bhagiratha by propitiating Lord Shiva and
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known as Ganga) it creates many islands and whirlpools on the earth .
The same turbulent river appears like a mere droplet of water on your

head This itself shows how lofty and divine your body(form) is!
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When you wanted to burn the three cities, you had the earth as the chariot,
Brahma as the charioteer,the Meru mountain as the bow, the sun and the
moon as the parts of the chariot and VishhNu himself(who holds the chariot-
wheeel in his hand -Sudarshan chakra?), as the arrow . Why this demonstra-
tive show when you as the dictator of everything, could have done the job as a
trifle? The Lord’s greatness is not dependent on anybody or anything . ( Inci-
dentally there is a view that the burning of the three cities would refer to the
burning of three kinds of bodies of man i.e.‘sthUla sharlra’, ‘sUkshma sharlra’
and ‘kAraNa sharlra’).
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VishhNu once brought 1000 lotuses and was placing them at your feet;
after placing 999 flowers he found that one was missing; he plucked out one of
his own eyes and offered it as a lotus; this supreme exemplification of devotion
on his part was transformed into the wheel (sudarshana chakra) in his hand,
which he uses for protecting the world .
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You ensure that there is a connection between cause and effect and hence
when men perform a sacrifice they obtain good results . Otherwise how can
there be future result for a past action? Thus on seeing your power in
rewarding people performing sacrificial worship, with good results, men
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believe in Vedas and firmly engage themselves in various worshipful acts
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All the same,O Protector . though you exert to reward all sacrifices . those
done without faith in you become counter-productive, as exemplified in the
case of the sacrifice performed by Daksha; Daksha was well-versed in the art
of sacrifices and himself the Lord of Creation; besides, he was the chief per-
former: the great maharishis were the priests and the various gods were the
participants! (Daksha did not invite Shiva and insulted him greatly; thus en-
raged, Shiva destroyed the sacrifice and Daksha too).
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O, Protector! Once Brahma became infatuated with his own daughter .
When she fled taking the form of a female deer he also took the
form of a male deer and chased her . You took the form of a hunter
and went after him, with a bow in hand . Struck by your arrow and
very much frightened, Brahma fled to the sky taking the form of a
star . Even today he stands frightened by you .
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O, destroyer of the three cities! Boon-giver! Practitioner of austerities! Before
the very eyes of Parvati, you reduced Manmatha (the god of love) to ashes,the
moment he tried to arouse passion in you for Parvati, by shooting his famous
flower arrows . Even after witnessing this, if Parvati, thinks that you are at-
tracted by her physical charm, on the basis of your sharing half the body with
her, certainly women are under self- delusion .
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0O,boon giver! O,destroyer of Cupid! You play in the burning ghats . your friends
are the ghosts . Your body is smeared with the ashes of the dead bodies . Your
garland is of human skulls . Every aspect of your character is thus inauspi-
cious . Letitbe . It does not matter . Because, with all these known oddness,
you are quick to grant all auspicious things to the people who just think of you
. (Itis interesting to note here that in his Devi aparaadha kshamApana stotra
Shankaracharya says that,despite his poor and deficient possessions,Shiva
got the power to grant boons entirely because because of his having taken the
hand of Parvathi in marriage; in the previous shloka, Pushhpadanta calls it
naive on the part of Parvati, if she thinks that Shiva is attracted by her charm
simply because he is sharing half the body with her.This dichotomy etc . is
due to the custom that when a particular lord is to be extolled, the other gods
are to be belittled to some extent).
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The great yogis regulate their breath, control and still their mind, look
inward and enjoy the bliss with their hair standing on edge and eyes filled
with tears of joy . It looks as though they are immersed in nectar . That
bliss which they see in their heart and exult thus, is verily
you Yourself!
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You are the sun, the moon, the air, the fire, the water, the sky(ether/space),
and the earth (the five elements or ‘bhUtA’s). You are the Self which is omni-
present . Thus people describe in words every attribute as yours . On the other
hand, | do not know any fundamental principle or thing or substance, which
you are not! - -
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O, grantor of refuge and protection! The word ‘OM’ consists of the three letters
‘a’, ‘u’and ‘m’. It refers to the three Vedas(Rik, YajuH and

SAma), the three states (Jaagrat.h, Swapna, and sushhupti-awakened,
dreaming and sleeping),the three worlds(BhUH, bhuvaH and suvaH) and the
three gods (Brahma, VishhNu amd Mahesha).lt refers to you yourself both
through the individual letters as well as collectively; in the latter form

(i.e . the total word ‘OM’) it refers to your omnipresent absolute nature,

as the fourth state of existence i.e ‘turlyaM’ (sleep-like yet awakened and alert
state, as a fully- drawn bow).

mwww&mﬂ@m
amuﬂwmmmwwmwml

WW sn?ﬁma 33 %Il?lqu

WW WSIFHWII <
| salute you as the dear abode of the following 8 names:bhava, sharva, rudra,
pashupati, ugra, sahamahAn.h, bhiima, and Ishaana; the ‘Vedas’ also dis-
cusses individually about these names .
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O, destroyer of Cupid! O, the three-eyed one! Salutations to you, who is
the forest-lover, the nearest and the farthest; the minutest and the
biggest, the oldest and the youngest; salutations to you who is everything
and beyond everything!
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Salutations to you in the name of'Bhava’ in as much as you create the world
by taking the ‘rajas’ as the dominant quality; salutations to you in the name of
‘Hara’ in as much as you destroy the world by taking the ‘tamas’ as the domi-
nant quality; salutations to you in the name of ‘MRiDa’, in as much as you
maintain and protect the world by taking ‘satva’ as the dominant quality .
Again salutations to you in the name of Shiva in as much as you are beyond
the above-mentioned three qualities and are the seat of the supreme bliss .
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O, boon-giver! | was very perplexed to sing your praise considering my

little awareness and afflicted mind vis-a-vis your ever increasing limitless qual-
ity; however, my devotion to you made me set aside this

diffidence and place these floral lines at your feet .
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O, great master! Even, if one were to assume that the blue mountain , the
ocean, the heavenly tree and the earth are the ink,the ink-pot, the pen and the
paper respectively and the goddess of learning (Saraswati) herself is the
writer,she will not be able to reach the frontiers of your
greatness,however long she were to write!
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The best one among all groups(Gandharva?), Pushhpadanta by name, com-
posed this charming hymn in none too short metres, in praise of the great lord
who wears the moon in his head(Shiva), who is worshipped and glorified by all
demons, gods and sages and who is beyond all attributes and forms .
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Whoever reads this faultless hymn of Shiva daily, with pure mind and great

devotion, ultimately reaches Shiva’s domain and becomes equal to him; in this
world, he is endowed W|th chlldren great wealth, long life and fame .
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Initiation(into spiritual development), charity, penance, pilgrimage,spiritual know!-
edge and religious acts like sacrifices are not capable of yielding even one-
sixteenth of the return that will result from the reading of this hymn .
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Kusumadanta(equivalent of Pushhpadanta) was the king of all Gandharvas
and he was a devotee of the Lord of lords, Shiva, who wears the baby moon
(with a few digits only) in his head . He fell from his glorious position due to
Shiva’s wrath at his misconduct . It was then that the Gandharva composed
this hymn which is the most divine .

e NN\

Wmm%—aq
93ld Jlq AT W%HT |
avrnamaarﬁq

geqa—dtwﬂa{n ?@ I

If an aspirant for heaven and liberation, worships Shiva,the teacher of

gods, at first and then reads this unfailing hymn, composed by
Pushhpadanta, with folded hands and single-mindedness, he attains Shiva’'s
abode, being praised by ‘kinnaras’(a group of semi-gods known for their sing-
ing talent).
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Here ends this meritorious,charming and incomparable hymn, uttered by the
Gandharva, all in description of the great master .
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Thus, th|s worship in the form of words, is dedicated at the feet of Shri
Shankara; may the ever-auspicious lord of the gods be
pleased with this .

T T A A %’lﬁﬁsﬁﬁ%ﬂa |
ARSI FETA A 0 22 |

| do not know the truth of your nature and how you are . O, great God! My
Salutations are to that nature of yours of which you really are . (41)
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Whoever reads this once, twice or thrice (in a day) revels in the domain of
Shiva, bereft of all sins .
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This hymn which is dear to Shiva, has emerged out of the lotus-like mouth of
Pushhpadanta and is capable of removing all sins . May the lord of all beings
become greatly pleased with anyone who has learnt this by heart and/or reads
or recalls this with single-mindedness!
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Selections from Bhagwadaqita
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There was never a time when I, you, or these kings did not exist;
nor shall we ever cease to exist in the future. (2.12)
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The Atma is neither born nor does it die at any time, nor having

been it will cease to exist again. Itis unborn, eternal, permanent, and primeval.

The Atma is not destroyed when the body is
destroyed. (2.20)
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Just as a person puts on new garments after discarding the old

ones, similarly Atma acquires new bodies after casting away the old
bodies. (2.22)
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You have Adhikaara over your respective duty only, but no control
or claim over the results. The fruits of work should not be your
motive. You should never be inactive. (2.47)
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Aperson whose mind is unperturbed by sorrow, who does not crave
pleasures, and who is free from attachment, fear, and anger; such a
person is called a sage of steady Prajna. (2.56)
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Those who are not attached to anything, who are neither elated by
getting desired results nor troubled by undesired results, their
Prajnais deemed steady. (2.57)
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One develops attachment to sense objects by thinking about sense

objects. Desire for sense objects comes from attachment to sense

objects, and anger comes from unfulfilled desires. (2.62)
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One attains peace in whose mind all desires enter without creating
any disturbance, as river waters enter the full ocean without

creating a disturbance. One who desires material objects is never peaceful.
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One who abandons all desires and becomes free from longing and the

feeling of ‘I’ and ‘my’ attains peace. (2.71)
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O Arjuna, there is nothing in the three worlds (earth, heaven, and
the upper regions) that should be done by Me, nor there is anything
unobtained that | should obtain, yet | engage in action. (3.22)
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The Supreme Lord said: Both you and | have taken many births. |
remember them all, O Arjuna, but you do not remember. (4.05)
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Though | am eternal, imperishable, and the Lord of all beings; yet
| (voluntarily) manifest by controlling My own material nature
using My Yoga-Maya. (See also 10.14) (4.06)
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Works do not bind Me, because | have no desire for the fruits of
work. The one who understands this truth is (also) not bound by
Karma. (4.14)
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Action is selfish work that produces Karmic bondage,
detached action is unselfish work or Seva that leads to nirvana,
and forbidden action is harmful to society. The one who sees
inaction in action, and action in inaction, is a wise person. Such
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a person is a yogi and has accomplished everything. (4.18)
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Karma does not bind one who has renounced work (by renouncing the

fruits of work) through Karma-yoga; whose doubt is completely destroyed by
knowledge; and who is Self-realized, O Arjuna. (4.41)
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Therefore, resort to Karma-yoga and cut the ignorance-born doubt abiding in
your heart by the sword of Self-knowledge, and get up (to fight), O Arjuna.

(4.42)
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One who has control over the mind is tranquil in heat and cold, in pleasure and

pain, and in honor and dishonor; and is ever steadfast with the Supreme Self.
(6.07)

WHQIF*IHI{-N‘GdI W |

Teafeg g fafeET @feda: | -3 1l
Totally abandoning all selfish desires, and completely restraining the senses
(from the sense objects) by the intellect; (6.24)

3 FEUCHE TETT i e |

HCHEEY 7: qumll &1
One gradually attains tranquillity of mind by keeping the mind fully absorbed in
the Self by means of a well-trained (and purified) intellect, and thinking of
nothing else. (6.25)
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Wheresoever this restless and unsteady mind wanders away, one should (gently)
bring it back to the reflection of the Supreme. (6.26)
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Supreme bliss comes to a Self-realized yogi whose mind is tranquil,

whose desires are under control, and who is free from sin (or
faults). (6.27)
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Such a sinless yogi, who constantly engages the mind with the Self,
easily enjoys the infinite bliss of contact with Brahman. (6.28)
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Because of perceiving the (same) Self (abiding) in all beings and all beings
(abiding) in the (same) Self; a yogi, who is in union with the Self, sees everybeing
with an equal eye. (6.29)
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Those who see Me in everything and see everything in Me, are not separated
from Me and | am not separated from them. (6.30)
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One is considered the best yogi who regards every being like oneself, and who
can feel the pain and pleasures of others as one’s own, O Arjuna. (6.32)
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Know that all creatures have evolved from this twofold energy, and Brahman is
the origin as well as the dissolution of the entire universe. (See also 13.26)
(7.06)
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My divine Maya consisting of three Gunas or states of mind is difficult to

181

overcome. Only they who surrender unto Me cross over this Maya. (7.14)
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Veiled by My divine Maya, | am not known by all. Therefore, the ignorant one
does not know Me as the unborn and eternal Brahman. (7.25)
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The steadfast persons, who know that Brahman is everything, the Adhibhoota,
the Adhidaiva, and the Adhiyajna, remember Me even at the time of death (and
attain Me). (See also 8.04) (7.30)
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Some worship Me by knowledge sacrifice. Others worship the infinite as the

one in all (or non-dual), as the master of all (or dual), and in various other ways.
(9.15)
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| am the ritual, | am the Yajna, | am the offering, | am the herb, | am the mantra,
| am the Ghee, | am the fire, and | am the oblation.(9.16)
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| am the supporter of the universe, the father, the mother, and the grandfather.
| am the object of knowledge, the purifier, the sacred syllable OM, and also the
Rig, the Yajur, and the Sama Vedas. (9.17)
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| am the goal, the supporter, the Lord, the witness, the abode, the refuge, the

friend, the origin, the dissolution, the foundation, the substratum, and the im-
perishable seed. (9.18)
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| give heat, | send as well as withhold the rain, | am immortality as well as
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death, | am also both the Sat and the Asat, O Arjuna. (9.19)
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To those ever steadfast devotees, who always remember or worship Me with

single-minded contemplation, | personally take responsibility for their welfare.
9.22)

I E HEI'QE'ITFIT ﬂT?E[ ] 5{3\-1'{_4' %I |

a4d ARSI drd-—lldfewcllfd H I 3-R% 1l
Because | alone am the enjoyer of all Yajna, and the Lord. But, people do not
know My true transcendental nature. Therefore, they fall (into the repeated
cycles of birth and death). (9.24)
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Worshippers of the demigods go to the demigods, the worshippers of the an-
cestors go to the ancestors, and the worshippers of the ghosts go to the
ghosts, but My devotees come to Me (and are not born again). (See also 8.16)
(9.25)
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Whosoever offers Me a leaf, a flower, a fruit, or water with devotion; | accept
and eat the offering of devotion by the pure-hearted. (9.26)
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O Arjuna, whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer as oblation t'o
the sacred fire, whatever charity you give, whatever austerity you perform, do
all that as an offering unto Me.
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By this attitude of complete renunciation (or Samnyasa-yoga) you shall be
freed from the bondage, good and bad, of Karma. You shall be liberated, and
come to Me. (9.28)
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The Self is present equally in all beings. There is no one hateful or dear to Me.

But, those who worship Me with devotion, they are with Me and | am also with
them. (See also 7.18) (9.29)
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Even if the most sinful person resolves to worship Me with single-minded loving
devotion, such a person must be regarded as a saint because of making the
right resolution. (9.30)
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Such a person soon becomes righteous and attains everlasting peace.
Be aware, O Arjuna, that My devotee never falls down.
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Anybody, including women, merchants, laborers, and the evil-minded can at-
tain the supreme goal by just surrendering unto My will (with loving devotion),
O Arjuna. (9.32)
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Then, it should be very easy for the holy Braahmanas and devout royal sages
(to attain the Supreme state). Therefore, having obtained this joyless and tran-
sient human life, one should always remember Me with loving devotion. (9.33)
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| believe You are the imperishable, the Supreme to be realized. You are
the ultimate resort of the universe. You are the protector of eternal
Dharma, and the imperishable primal spirit. (11.18)
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Seeing Your great effulgent and various-colored form touching the

sky; Your mouth wide open and large shining eyes; | am frightened
and find neither peace nor courage, O Krishna. (11.24)
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Seeing Your mouths, with fearful teeth, glowing like fires of
cosmic dissolution, | lose my sense of direction and find no
comfort. Have mercy on me! O Lord of gods, refuge of the universe.
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As many torrents of the rivers rush toward the ocean, similarly, those warriors
of the mortal world are entering Your blazing mouths. (11.28)
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As moths rush with great speed into the blazing flame for

destruction, similarly all these people are rapidly rushing into

Your mouths for destruction. (11.29)
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You are licking up all the worlds with Your flaming mouths,
swallowing them from all sides. Your powerful radiance is burning
the entire universe, and filling it with splendor, O Krishna.
(11.30)
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Tell me who are You in such a fierce form? My salutations to You, O
best of gods, be merciful! | wish to understand You, the primal
Being, because | do not know Your mission. (11.31)
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The Supreme Lord said: | am death, the mighty destroyer of the
world, out to destroy. Even without your participation all the
warriors standing arrayed in the opposing armies shall cease to

exist. (11.32)
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Therefore, you get up and attain glory. Conquer your enemies and enjoy
a prosperous kingdom. All these (warriors) have already been destroyed
by Me. You are only an instrument, O Arjuna. (11.33)
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Why should they not, O great soul, bow to You, the original creator who
is even greater than Brahmaa? O infinite Lord, O God of gods, O abode
of the universe, You are both Sat and Asat, and the imperishable Brah-
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man that is beyond both (Sat and Asat). (11.37)
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You are the primal God, the most ancient Person. You are the
ultimate resort of all the universe. You are the knower, the object
of knowledge, and the supreme abode. The entire universe is
pervaded by You, O Lord of the infinite form. (11.38)
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You are Vaayu, Yama, Agni, Varuna, Shashaanka, and Brahmaa as well

as the father of Brahmaa. Salutations to You a thousand times, and
again and again salutations to You. (11.39)
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My salutations to You from front and from behind. O Lord, my
obeisances to You from all sides. You are infinite valor and the
boundless might. You pervade everything, and therefore You are
everywhere and in everything. (11.40)
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In whatever way | may have insulted You in jokes; while playing,
reposing in bed, sitting, or at meals; when alone, or in front of
others; O Krishna, | implore You for forgiveness. (11.42)

Ty c6|cb<~<4 TRE THE I3 u%‘flﬁaﬁl

Gl WHTSWW @-HS?JT SRS I THITE || R-¥ 1M
You are the father of this animate and inanimate world, and the
greatest guru to be worshipped. No one is even equal to You in the
three worlds; how can there be one greater than You? O Being of
Incomparable Glory. (11.43)
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Therefore, O adorable Lord, | seek Your grace by bowing down and
prostrating my body before You. Bear with me as a father to his
son, as a friend to a friend, and as a husband to his wife, O Lord.
(11.44)
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But, to those who worship Me as the personal God, renouncing all
actions to Me; setting Me as their supreme goal, and meditating on

Me with single minded devation; (12.06)

HEHIIE Hﬂﬂ?ﬂ @HHW]TITIH\I

T AT HYERAEAG™ 1l RR-9 1l

| swiftly become their savior, from the world that is the ocean of
death and transmigration, whose thoughts are set on Me, O Arjuna.

(12.07)
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Therefore, focus your mind on Me alone and let your intellect dwell
upon Me through meditation and contemplation. Thereafter you shall
certainly come to Me. (12.08)
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Steadfastness in knowledge of the Supreme Spirit, and the
perception of (the omnipresent God as) the object of true knowledge

is called knowledge; what is contrary to this is ignorance. (13.11)
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| shall fully describe the object of knowledge, knowing which one
attains immortality. The beginningless Supreme Brahman is said to
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be neither Sat nor Asat. (See also 9.19) (13.12)
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Having hands and feet everywhere; having eyes, head, and face

everywhere; having ears everywhere; the creator exists in the
creation by pervading everything. (13.13)
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He is the perceiver of all sense objects without the senses;
unattached, yet the sustainer of all; devoid of the Gunas, yet the
enjoyer of the Gunas. (13.14)

3Eh Ha‘ﬁa H’{IUT ﬂUTFITm" TR/

He is inside as well as outside all beings, animate and inanimate.
He is incomprehensible because of His subtlety. He is very near as

well as far away. (13.15)
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Undivided, yet appears as if divided in beings; He, the object of

knowledge, is the creator, sustainer, and destroyer of (all)
beings. (13.16)

e = Y it = feeam |
O] | dogid TRTSI] SARIST] T 1 9329 I
The light of all lights, He is said to be beyond darkness. He is

the knowledge, the object of knowledge, and seated in the hearts of
all beings, He is to be realized by the knowledge. (13.17)
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Thus the creation as well as the knowledge and the object of

knowledge have been briefly described. Understanding this, My
devotee attains Me. (13.18)
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Seeing the same Lord existing in everybeing, one does not injure
the other self and thereupon attains the Supreme goal. (13.28)
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Those who perceive that all works are done by the (Gunas of)
Prakriti alone, and thus they are not the doer, they truly
understand. (See also 3.27, 5.09, and 14.19) (13.29)
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When one perceives diverse variety of beings resting in One and
spreading out from That alone, then one attains Brahman. (13.30)
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The light that coming from the sun illumines the whole world; and
which is in the moon, and in the fire; know that light to be Mine.
(Seealso 13.17 and 15.06) (15.12)
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Entering the earth | support all beings with My energy; becoming
the sap-giving moon | nourish all the plants. (15.13)
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Becoming the digestive fire, | remain in the body of all living

beings; uniting with vital breaths, the Prana and Apana, | digest
all four varieties of food; and (15.14)
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| am seated in the hearts of all beings. The memory, knowledge, and
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the removal of doubts and wrong notions (about the Self) by
reasoningor in Samadhicome from Me. | am verily that which is to be
known by (the study of) all the Vedas. | am, indeed, the author of
the Vedanta and the knower of the Vedas. (15.15)
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he Lord abides in the heart of all beings, O Arjuna, causing all
beings to act (or work out their Karma) by His power of Maya as if
they are (puppets of Karma) mounted on a machine. (18.61)
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Seek refuge in Him alone with all your heart, O Arjuna. By His
grace you shall attain supreme peace and the eternal abode. (18.62)
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Me, offer service to Me, bow
down to Me, and you shall certainly reach Me. | promise you because
you are very dear to Me. (18.65)
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Setting aside all noble deeds, just surrender completely to the
will of God (with firm faith and loving contemplation). | shall
liberate you from all sins (or bonds of Karma). Do not grieve.
(18.66)
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This (knowledge) should never be spoken by you to one who is devoid

of austerity, who is without devotion, who does not desire to
listen, or who speaks ill of Me. (18.67)
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