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The subjection of India
Its causeand cure

Introductionby M. K. Gandhi

Theletter printedbelow is a translationof Tolstoy’s letter written in Russianin reply to one
from the Editor of FreeHindustan.After having passedrom handto hand,this letteratlastcame
into my possessiothrougha friend who asled me, asonemuchinterestedn Tolstoy’s writings,
whetherl thoughtit worth publishing. | at oncerepliedin the affirmative, andtold him | should
translateit myself into Gujarati and induce othersto translateand publishit in variousIndian
vernaculars.

The letter asreceved by mewasa type-writtencopy. It wasthereforereferredto the author
who confirmedit ashis andkindly grantedme permissiorto print it.

To me,asa humblefollower of thatgreatteachemwwhom| have long lookeduponasoneof my
guidesit is amatterof honourto be connectedvith the publicationof his letter, suchespeciallyas
theonewhichis now beinggivento theworld.

It is a merestatemenbf factto saythat every Indian, whetherhe owns up to it or not, has
nationalaspirationsBut thereareasmary opinionsastherearelndiannationalistsasto the exact
meaningof thataspirationandmoreespeciallyasto the methodgo be usedto attaintheend.

Oneof the acceptedand “time-honoured’methodsto attainthe endis that of violence. The
assassinatioaf Sir CurzonWylie wasanillustrationof thatmethodn its worstandmostdetestable
form. Tolstoy’s life hasbeendevotedto replacingthe methodof violencefor removing tyranry
or securingreform by the methodof non-resistancéo evil. He would meethatredexpressedn
violenceby love expressedn self-sufering. He admitsof no exceptionto whittle down this great
anddivine law of love. He appliesit to all the problemsthattroublemankind.

Whenamanlik e Tolstoy, oneof the clearesthinkersin thewesternworld, oneof the greatest
writers,onewho asa soldierhasknown whatviolenceis andwhatit cando, condemnslaparfor
having blindly followed the law of modernscience falsely so-called,andfearsfor that country
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“the greatestalamities”,it is for usto pauseandconsiderwhetherin ourimpatienceof English
rule, we do notwantto replaceoneevil by anotherandaworse.India, whichis the nurseryof the
greatfaithsof theworld, will ceaseo be nationalistindia, whateser elseshemay becomewhen
shegoesthroughthe procesf civilization in the shapeof reproductioron thatsacredsoil of gun
factoriesandthe hatefulindustrialismwhich hasreducedhepeopleof Europeto a stateof slavery,
andall but stifledamongthemthe bestinstinctswhich arethe heritageof the humanfamily.

If we do not wantthe Englishin India we mustpay the price. Tolstoy indicatesit. “Do not
resistevil, but alsodo notyoursehesparticipaten evil — in theviolentdeedsof theadministration
of thelaw courts,thecollectionof taxesand,whatis moreimportant,of the soldiers,andnoonein
theworld will enslaeyou”, passionatelgleclaregshe sageof Yasnayd&olyana Who canquestion
thetruth of whathe saysin the following: “A commercialcompaly enslaeda nationcomprising
two hundredmillions. Tell this to a man free from superstitionand he will fail to graspwhat
thesewordsmean. What doesit meanthat thirty thousandoeople,not athletes but ratherweak
andordinary people,have enslared two hundredmillions of vigorous,clever, capable freedom-
loving people?Do notthefiguresmalke it clearthatnotthe English,but theIndians,have enslared
themseles?”

Oneneednot acceptall that Tolstoy says— someof his factsarenot accuratelystated— to
realizethe centraltruth of his indictmentof the presentsystem,which is to understandand act
upontheirresistiblepower of thesouloverthebody, of love, whichis anattribute of the soul,over
the bruteor bodyforce generatedby thestirring in usof evil passions.

Thereis no doubtthatthereis nothingnew in what Tolstoy preachesBut his presentatiorof
the old truth is refreshinglyforceful. His logic is unassailable And above all he endeaoursto
practisewhat he preachesHe preachego corvince. He is sincereandin earnest.He commands
attention.

19th November 1909.
M. K. Gandhi
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a Hindu

“All thatexistsis One.Peopleonly call this Oneby differentnames.

THE VEDAS.

“God is love,andhethatabidethin love abidethin God,andGod abidethin him”

| JOHN 4.16.

“God is onewhole;we aretheparts:

EXPOSITION OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE VEDAS BY VIVEKANADA.
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Do notseekquietandrestin thoseearthlyrealmswhere delusionsanddesiesare engendeed,
for if thoudost,thouwilt be dragged throughthe roughwildernessof life, which is far from Me.
Wheneer thou feelestthat thy feetare becomingentangledin the interlacedrootsof life, know
thatthouhasstrayedfromthepathto which I bedwonthee:for | haveplacedtheein broad,smooth
paths,which are strewn with flowers. | haveput a light before thee which thou canstfollow and
thusrun withoutstumbling

KRISHNA.

| have receved your letter and two numbersof your periodical, both of which interestme
extremely Theoppressiorof a majority by a minority, andthe demoralizationnevitably resulting
from it, is a phenomenonhat hasalwaysoccupiedme andhasdoneso mostparticularly of late.
| will try to explain to you what! think aboutthat subjectin general,and particularly aboutthe
causd&rom which the dreadfulevils of which you write in your letter, andin the Hindu periodical
you have sentme, have arisenandcontinueto arise.

Thereasonfor the astonishingact thata majority of working peoplesubmitto a handful of
idlerswho controltheir labourandtheir very livesis alwaysandeverywherethe same— whether
theoppressorandoppresseareof oneraceor whetherasin Indiaandelseavhere the oppressors
areof adifferentnation.

This phenomenoseemsarticularlystrangan India, for theremorethantwo hundrednmillion
people highly gifted both physicallyandmentally find themselesin the power of a smallgroup
of peoplequite aliento themin thought,andimmeasurablynferior to themin religiousmorality.

Fromyourletterandthearticlesin FreeHindustanaswell asfrom theveryinterestingwritings
of the Hindu SwamiVivekanandandothers,t appearshat,asis thecasen our time with theills
of all nations thereasorliesin thelack of areasonableeligiousteachingwvhich by explainingthe
meaningof life would supplya supremdaw for the guidanceof conductandwould replacethe
morethandubiouspreceptof pseudo-religiorand pseudo-scienceith theimmoral conclusions
deducedrom themandcommonlycalled“civilization”.

Your letter, aswell asthe articlesin Free Hindustanand Indian political literature gener
ally, shaws that most of the leadersof public opinion amongyour peopleno longer attachary
significanceto the religiousteachingsthat were and are professedy the peoplesof India, and
recognizeno possibility of freeingthe peoplefrom the oppressiorihey endureexceptby adopting



LETTER TO A HINDU

the irreligious and profoundly immoral social arrangementsinderwhich the English and other
pseudo-Christianationslive today

And yetthechiefif notthe solecauseof theenslaementof the Indianpeopledy the English
liesin thisvery absencef areligiousconsciousnesandof theguidancdor conductwhich should
flow from it — alack commonin our dayto all nationsEastandWest,from Japarto Englandand
Americaalike.
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O ye whoseeperpleitiesover your heads peneathyour feet,andto theright andleft of you;
youwill bean eternalenigmauntoyourselvesuntil yebecomeénumbleandjoyful aschildren. Then
will yefind Me, andhavingfoundMein yourselvesyouwill rule overworlds,andlookingoutfrom
the greatworld within to the little world without, youwill blesseverythingthatis, andfind all is
well with timeandwith you.

KRISHNA.

To make my thoughtsclearto you I mustgo fartherback. We do not, cannot,andl ventureto
sayneednot, know how menlived millions of yearsagoor evententhousandyearsago, but we
do know positively that,asfar backaswe have any knowledgeof mankind,it hasalwayslivedin
specialgroupsof families,tribes,andnationsin which the majority, in the corviction thatit must
be so, submissiely andwillingly bowed to the rule of one or more persons— thatis to a very
smallminority. Despiteall varietiesof circumstanceandpersonalitiegsheserelationsmanifested
themselesamongthe variouspeoplesof whoseorigin we have any knowledge;andthe farther
backwe go the moreabsolutelynecessarylid this arrangemenappearbothto therulersandthe
ruled,to make it possiblefor peopleto live peacefullytogether

So it was everywhere. But thoughthis external form of life existed for centuriesand still
exists, very early— thousand®f yearsbeforeour time — amid this life basedon coercion,one
andthe samehoughtconstantlyemegedamongdifferentnations namely thatin everyindividual
a spiritual elementis manifestedthat giveslife to all that exists, and that this spiritual element
strivesto unite with everythingof a like natureto itself, and attainsthis aim throughlove. This
thoughtappearedn mostvariousforms at differenttimesandplaces,with varying completeness
andclarity. It foundexpressionn Brahmanism,JudaismMazdaism(theteachingof Zoroaster),
in Buddhism,Taoism,Confucianismandin the writings of the GreekandRomansagesaswell
asin Christianity and Mohammedanism.The merefact that this thoughthassprungup among
differentnationsandat differenttimesindicatesthatit is inherentin humannatureand contains
the truth. But this truth wasmadeknown to peoplewho consideredhata communitycould only
bekepttogethernf someof themrestrainedthers,andsoit appearedjuiteirreconcilablewith the
existing orderof society Moreover it wasat first expresseanly fragmentarily andso obscurely
that thoughpeopleadmittedits theoretictruth they could not entirely acceptit as guidancefor
their conduct.Then,too, the disseminatiorof thetruth in a societybasedon coercionwasalways
hinderedin one and the samemanney namely thosein power, feeling that the recognitionof
this truth would undermineheir position,consciouslyor sometimesinconsciouslypenertedit by
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explanationsandadditionsquiteforeignto it, andalsoopposedt by openviolence.Thusthetruth
— thathislife shouldbedirectedby the spiritualelementwhichis its basis,which manifeststself
aslove,andwhichis sonaturalto man— thistruth, in orderto forceawayto mansconsciousness,
hadto strugglenot merelyagainstthe obscuritywith which it wasexpressecandthe intentional
andunintentionaldistortionssurroundingt, but alsoagainstdeliberateviolence,which by means
of persecutionandpunishmentsoughtto compelmento accepteligiouslaws authorizedoy the
rulersandconflictingwith thetruth. Sucha hindranceandmisrepresentatioaf the truth— which
hadnot yet achiezed completeclarity — occurredeverywhere:in Confucianismand Taoism,in
Buddhismandin Christianity in Mohammedanismandin your Brahmanism.
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My handhassowedlove everywhee, giving unto all that will receive Blessingsare offered
unto all My children, but manytimesin their blindnessthey fail to seethem. How few there
are who gatherthe gifts which lie in profusionat their feet: how manythere are, who, in wilful
waywadness turn their egyesaway fromthemand complainwith a wail that they havenot that
which | havegiventhem; manyof themdefiantlyrepudiatenot only My gifts, but Me also,Me, the
Souceof all blessingsandthe Author of their being

KRISHNA.

| tarry awhile fromthe turmoil and strife of theworld. | will beautifyand quickenthy life with
love andwith joy, for thelight of thesoulis Love Whee Loveis, there is contentmenandpeace
andwhere there is contentmenand peacethere aml, also,in their midst.

KRISHNA.

Theaim of the sinlessOne consistsin acting without causingsorrow to others, althoughhe
couldattain to greatpowerby ignoring their feelings.

Theaim of the sinlessOnelies in notdoingevil untothosewhohavedoneevil untohim.

If a mancausessufering evento thosewho hate him withoutany reason,he will ultimately
havegrief notto be overcome

The punishmenbf evil doers consistsin makingthemfeel ashamedf themselvedy doing
thema greatkindness.

Of whatuseis superiorknowled@ in the ong if he doesnot endeavouto relieve his neigh-
bour'swantasmud ashis own?

If, in the morning a manwishesto do evil untoanother in the eveningthe evil will returnto
him.

THE HINDU KURAL.

Thusit went on everywhere. The recognitionthat love representshe highestmorality was
nowheredeniedor contradicted but this truth was so interwoven everywherewith all kinds of

13



LETTER TO A HINDU

falsehoodsvhich distortedit, thatfinally nothingof it remainedout words. It wastaughtthatthis
highestmorality wasonly applicableto privatelife — for homeuse,asit were— but thatin public
life all formsof violence— suchasimprisonmentgxecutions andwars— might be usedfor the
protectionof the majority againsta minority of evildoers,thoughsuchmeanswerediametrically
opposedto ary vestigeof love. And thoughcommonsenseindicatedthat if somemen claim
to decidewho is to be subjectedo violenceof all kinds for the benefitof others,thesemento
whomviolenceis appliedmay, in turn, arrive ata similar conclusiorwith regardto thosewho have
employedviolenceto them,andthoughthegreatreligiousteacheref BrahmanismBuddhismand
above all of Christianity foreseeingsucha perwersionof the law of love, have constantlydravn
attentionto the one invariable condition of love (namely the enduringof injuries, insults, and
violenceof all kindswithout resistingevil by evil) peoplecontinued— regardlessf all thatleads
manforward— to try to unitetheincompatiblesthe virtue of love, andwhatis opposedo love,
namely the restrainingof evil by violence. And sucha teaching,despiteits inner contradiction,
wasso firmly establishedhatthe very peoplewho recognizelove asa virtue acceptaslawful at
the sametime anorderof life basedon violenceandallowing mennot merelyto torturebut even
to kill oneanother

For a long time peoplelived in this obvious contradictionwithout noticing it. But a time
arrivedwhenthis contradictionrbecamanoreandmoreevidentto thinkersof variousnations.And
theold andsimpletruth thatit is naturalfor mento helpandto love oneanotheybut notto torture
andto kill oneanotheybecameever clearer sothatfewer andfewer peoplewereableto believe
the sophistriedy which the distortionof thetruth hadbeenmadeso plausible.

In formertimesthe chief methodof justifying the useof violenceandtherebyinfringing the
law of love wasby claiming a divine right for the rulers: the Tsars,Sultans,Rajahs,Shahsand
otherheadsof states.But the longerhumanitylived the wealer grew the belief in this peculiar
God-gwvenright of theruler. Thatbelief witheredin the sameway andalmostsimultaneouslyn
the Christianandthe Brahmanworld, aswell asin BuddhistandConfucianspheresandin recent
timesit hassofadedaway asto prevail nolongeragainstman’s reasonabl@inderstandingndthe
truereligiousfeeling. Peoplesav moreandmoreclearly, andnow the majority seequite clearly,
the senselessnessd immorality of subordinatingtheir wills to thoseof other peoplejust like
themseles,whenthey arebiddento dowhatis contrarynotonly to their interestsout alsoto their
moral sense And so onemight supposehat having lost confidencen ary religiousauthorityfor
a belief in the divinity of potentate®f variouskinds, peoplewould try to free themselesfrom
subjectionto it. But unfortunatelynot only were the rulers, who were consideredsupernatural
beings benefitedby having the peoplesn subjectionjput asaresultof thebeliefin, andduringthe
rule of, thesepseudodiine beingsever largerandlargercirclesof peoplegroupedandestablished
themselesaroundthem,andunderanappearancef governingtook advantageof thepeople.And
whenthe old deceptionof a supernaturaand God-appointeduthority had dwindled awvay these
menwereonly concernedo devise a new onewhich like its predecessashouldmalke it possible
to hold the peoplein bondageo alimited numberof rulers.

14



V.

Children, do you want to know by what your heartsshouldbe guided? Throw asideyour
longingsand strivingsafter that which is null andvoid; getrid of your erroneousghoughtsabout
happinessand wisdom,and your emptyand insincee desies. Dispensewith theseand you will
knowLove

KRISHNA.

Benot the destoyers of yourselves.Ariseto your true Being andthenyouwill havenothing
to fear.

KRISHNA.

New justificationshave now appearedn place of the antiquated,obsolete,religious ones.
Thesenew justificationsarejust asinadequatesthe old ones,but asthey are new their futility
cannotimmediatelybe recognizedoy the majority of men. Besideshis, thosewho enjoy power
propagatehesenew sophistriesand supportthemso skilfully thatthey seemirrefutableevento
mary of thosewho suffer from the oppressiorthesetheoriesseekto justify. Thesenew justifica-
tions aretermed*“scientific’. But by the term “scientific” is understoodust what wasformerly
understoody theterm“religious”: justasformerly everythingcalled“religious” washeldto be
unquestionablsimply becauseét wascalledreligious,sonow all thatis called“scientific” is held
to be unquestionable.In the presentcasethe obsoletereligious justification of violencewhich
consistedn therecognitionof the supernaturgbersonalityof the God-ordaineduler (“thereis no
power but of God”) hasbeensupersedebly the “scientific” justificationwhich putsforward, first,
the assertiorthatbecausehe coercionof manby manhasexistedin all agesit follows thatsuch
coercionmustcontinueto exist. This assertiorthat peopleshouldcontinueto live asthey have
donethroughoutpastagesratherthanastheir reasonand consciencendicate,is what “science”
calls“the historiclaw”. A further“scientific” justificationliesin thestatementhatasamongplants
andwild beastghereis a constantstrugglefor existencewhich alwaysresultsin the survival of
the fittest, a similar struggleshouldbe carriedon amonghumanbeings— beings,thatis, who
aregifted with intelligenceandlove; facultieslackingin the creaturesubjectto the strugglefor
existenceandsurvival of thefittest. Suchis the second'scientific” justification.

The third, mostimportant,andunfortunatelymostwidespreadustificationis, at bottom,the
age-oldreligiousonejust a little altered:thatin public life the suppressiomf somefor the pro-
tection of the majority cannotbe avoided— so that coercionis unavoidable however desirable

15
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relianceon love alonemight be in humanintercourse.The only differencein this justificationby
pseudo-scienceonsistsn the factthat, to the questionwhy suchandsuchpeopleandnot others
have theright to decideagainstwhomviolencemay andmustbe used,pseudo-scienceow gives
a differentreply to thatgiven by religion — which declaredhattheright to decidewasvalid be-
causat waspronouncedby personpossessedf divine power. “Science’saysthatthesedecisions
representhewill of the people,which undera constitutionaform of governments supposedo
find expressiorin all the decisionsandactionsof thosewho areatthe helmatthe moment.

Sucharethe scientificjustificationsof the principle of coercion. They are not merelyweak
but absolutelyinvalid, yet they are so much neededby thosewho occuyy privileged positions
thatthey believe in themasblindly asthey formerly believedin the immaculateconceptionand
propagatehemjustasconfidently And theunfortunatemajority of menboundto toil is sodazzled
by the pompwith which these“scientific truths” are presentedthat underthis new influenceit
acceptghesescientificstupiditiesfor holy truth, just asit formerly acceptedhe pseudo-religious
justifications;andit continuesto submitto the presentholdersof power who are just as hard-
heartedout rathermorenumeroughanbefore.

16



Whoam I? | am that which thou hastsearchedfor sincethy baby eyesgazedwonderingly
upontheworld, whosehorizonhidesthis real life fromthee | amthatwhich in thy heartthouhast
prayedfor, demandedasthy birthright, althoughthouhastnotknownwhatit was.l amthatwhich
haslain in thy soulfor hundedsandthousand®f years. Sometimeslay in theegrieving because
thoudidstnotrecagnizeme; sometimes raisedmyhead,openedmy eyes,and extendedmy arms
calling theeeithertenderlyandquietly, or strenuouslydemandinghatthoushouldstrebelagainst
theiron chainswhich boundtheeto theearth

KRISHNA.

So matterswent on, andstill go on, in the Christianworld. But we might have hopethat
in theimmenseBrahman,Buddhist,and Confucianworlds this new scientificsuperstitionwould
not establishitself, andthat the Chinese Japaneseand Hindus, oncetheir eyes were openedto
thereligiousfraudjustifying violence,would advancedirectly to a recognitionof the law of love
inherentn humanity andwhich hadbeensoforcibly enunciatedy thegreatEasterrteachersBut
whathashappeneds thatthe scientificsuperstitiorreplacingthe religiousonehasbeenaccepted
andsecured strongerandstrongeroldin the East.

In your periodicalyou setout asthe basicprinciple which shouldguide the actionsof your
peoplethe maximthat: “Resistanceo aggressions not simply justifiable but imperatve, nonre-
sistancéhurtsboth Altruism andEgotism’

Loveis the only way to rescuehumanityfrom all ills, andin it you too have the only method
of saving your peoplefrom enslaement.In very ancienttimeslove wasproclaimedwith special
strengthandclearnesamongyour peopleto bethereligiousbasisof humanrlife. Love,andforcible
resistanceo evil-doers,involve sucha mutualcontradictionasto destry utterly thewhole sense
andmeaningof the conceptiorof love. And whatfollows? With alight heartandin thetwentieth
centuryyou, anadherentf areligiouspeople dery their law, feelingcorvincedof your scientific
enlightenmenandyourrightto doso,andyourepeaidonottake thisamiss)theamazingstupidity
indoctrinatedn you by the adwcatesof the useof violence— the enemief truth, the senants
first of theologyandthenof science— your Europearteachers.

You saythatthe Englishhave enslaved your peopleandhold themin subjectionbecause¢he
latter have not resistedesolutelyenoughandhave not metforce by force.

But the caseis just the opposite. If the Englishhave enslaed the peopleof India it is just
becausehe latterrecognizedandstill recognizeforce asthe fundamentaprinciple of the social
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order In accordwith thatprinciplethey submittedo theirlittle rajahs andontheirbehalfstruggled
againsbneanotheyfoughttheEuropeangheEnglish,andarenow trying to fight with themagain.

A commerciatompaly enslareda nationcomprisingtwo hundrednmillions. Tell thisto aman
free from superstitionand he will fail to graspwhat thesewords mean. What doesit meanthat
thirty thousandnen,not athletesbut ratherweakandordinarypeople have subduedwo hundred
million vigorous,clever, capableandfreedom-laving people?”Do notthefiguresmake it clearthat
it is notthe Englishwho have enslaredtheIndians,but theIndianswho have enslaedthemseles?

Whenthe Indianscomplainthat the English have enslared themit is asif drunkardscom-
plainedthat the spirit-dealersvho have settledamongthem have enslared them. You tell them
thatthey might give up drinking, but they reply thatthey aresoaccustomedo it thatthey cannot
abstain andthatthey musthave alcoholto keepup their enepgy. Is it not the samething with the
millions of peoplewho submitto thousander evento hundredsof others— of their own or other
nations?

If the peopleof Indiaareenslaredby violenceit is only because¢hey themseleslive andhave
livedby violence,anddo notrecognizeheeternallaw of love inherentin humanity

Pitiful andfoolishis themanwhoseeksvhathealreadyhas,anddoesnotknowthat he hasit.
Yes,Pitiful andfoolishis hewhodoesnot knowthebliss of love which surroundshim andwhich |
havegivenhim.

KRISHNA.

As soonasmenlive entirely in accordwith the law of love naturalto their heartsand now
revealedto them, which excludesall resistanceby violence, and thereforehold aloof from all
participationin violence— assoonasthis happensnot only will hundredse unableto enslae
millions, but notevenmillions will beableto enslae asingleindividual. Do notresisttheevil-doer
andtake no partin doingso, eitherin theviolent deedsof theadministrationjn thelaw courts,the
collectionof taxes,or above all in soldiering,andno onein theworld will beableto enslae you.

18



VI.

O yewhosit in bondage and continuallyseekandpantfor freedomseekonly for love Loveis
peacein itself and peacewhich givescompletesatisfaction.l amthe key that opensthe portal to
therarely discoveredland where contentmenaloneis found.

KRISHNA.

Whatis now happeningo the peopleof the Eastasof the Westis like whathappengo every
individual whenhe passegrom childhoodto adolescencandfrom youthto manhood.He loses
what had hitherto guidedhis life and liveswithout direction, not having found a new standard
suitableto his age,andsoheinventsall sortsof occupationsgaresdistractionsandstupeéctions
to divert his attentionfrom the miseryandsenselessness his life. Sucha conditionmay lasta
long time.

Whenanindividual passe$rom oneperiodof life to anotheratime comeswhenhe cannotgo
onin senselesactvity andexcitementasbefore,but hasto understandhat althoughhe hasout-
grown whatbeforeusedto directhim, this doesnot meanthathe mustlive withoutary reasonable
guidance put ratherthat he mustformulatefor himselfan understandingf life correspondindgo
his age,andhaving elucidatedt mustbe guidedby it. And in the sameway a similar time must
comein the grownth anddevelopmentof humanity | believe thatsucha time hasnow arrived —
notin the sensdhatit hascomein theyear1908,but thattheinherentcontradictionof humanlife
hasnow reachedan extremedegreeof tension:on the onesidethereis the consciousnessf the
beneficencef thelaw of love, andon the otherthe existing orderof life which hasfor centuries
occasionecn empty anxious,restlessandtroubledmodeof life, conflicting asit doeswith the
law of love andbuilt ontheuseof violence.This contradictiormustbefaced andthesolutionwill
evidently not be favourableto the outlivedlaw of violence,but to the truth which hasdweltin the
heartsof menfrom remoteantiquity: the truth thatthe law of love is in accordwith the natureof
man.

But mencanonly recognizehistruthto its full extentwhenthey have completelyfreedthem-
selesfrom all religiousandscientificsuperstition@ndfrom all theconsequentisrepresentations
andsophisticaldistortionsby whichits recognitionhasbeenhinderedfor centuries.

To save asinkingshipit is necessaryo throw overboardheballast,which thoughit mayonce
have beenneededvould now causethe shipto sink. And soit is with the scientificsuperstition
which hidesthe truth of their welfarefrom mankind. In orderthat menshouldembracehe truth
— notin thevaguewaythey did in childhood,norin theone-sidedandpenertedway presentedo
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themby their religiousandscientificteachersbut embracet astheir highestaw — thecomplete
liberationof thistruth from all andevery superstitionbothpseudo-religiouandpseudo-scientific)
by whichit is still obscureds essentialnota partial,timid attemptyreckoningwith traditionssanc-
tified by ageandwith the habitsof the people— not suchaswaseffectedin the religioussphere
by Guru Nanak,the founderof the sectof the Sikhs,andin the Christianworld by Luther, and
by similar reformersin otherreligions— but a fundamentatleansingof religiousconsciousness
from all ancientreligiousandmodernscientificsuperstitions.

If only peoplefreedthemselesfrom their beliefsin all kinds of Ormuzds,Brahmas,Sab-
baothsandtheir incarnationasKrishnasandChrists,from beliefsin ParadiseandHells, in rein-
carnationsandresurrectionsfrom belief in the interferenceof the Godsin the externalaffairs of
theuniverse,andabove all, if they freedthemselesfrom beliefin theinfallibility of all the vari-
ousVedasBibles,Gospels Tripitakas,Korans,andthelik e, andalsofreedthemselesfrom blind
beliefin avariety of scientificteachingsaboutinfinitely smallatomsandmoleculesandin all the
infinitely greatandinfinitely remoteworlds, their movementsandorigin, aswell asfrom faith in
the infallibility of the scientificlaw to which humanityis at presentsubjected:the historic law,
theeconomidaws, the law of struggleandsurvival, andsoon— if peopleonly freedthemseles
from this terrible accumulatiorof futile exercisesof our lower capacitiesof mind and memory
calledthe“Sciences” andfrom theinnumerabledivisionsof all sortsof histories,anthropologies,
homiletics, bacteriologicsjurisprudencesgcosmographiesstratgies— their nameis legion —
andfreedthemselesfrom all this harmful, stupifying ballast— the simplelaw of love, naturalto
man,accessibl¢o all andsolvingall questionsandperpleities, would of itself becomeclearand
obligatory

20



VII.

Children,look at the flowels at your feet; do not trampleuponthem.Lookat the lovein your
midstanddo not repudiateit.

KRISHNA.

Thee is a higherreasonwhich transcendall humanminds. It is far andnear It permeates
all theworldsandat the sametimeis infinitely higherthanthey.

A manwho seeghat all thingsare containedin the higher spirit cannottreatany beingwith
contempt.

For himto whomall spiritual beingsare equalto thehighesthere canbenoroomfor deception
or grief.

Thosewho are ignorant and are devotedto the religiousrites only, are in a deepgloom, but
thosewhoare givenup to fruitlessmeditationsare in a still greaterdarkness.

UPANISHADS, FROM VEDAS.

Yes,in ourtime all thesethingsmustbe clearedaway in orderthatmankindmay escapdrom
self-inflictedcalamitieghathave reachednextremeintensity Whetheranindianseekdiberation
from subjectionto the English, or anyoneelsestruggleswith an oppressoeitherof his own na-
tionality or of another— whetherit be a Negro defendinghimself againsthe North Americans;
or PersiansRussianspr Turks againstthe PersianRussianpr Turkishgovernmentspr any man
seekingthe greateswvelfarefor himselfandfor everybodyelse— they do not needexplanations
andjustificationsof old religioussuperstitionsuchashave beenformulatedby your Vivekanan-
das,BabaBharatis,andothers,or in the Christianworld by a numberof similar interpretersand
exponentsof thingsthat nobodyneeds;nor the innumerablescientifictheoriesaboutmattersnot
only unnecessarut for the mostpartharmful. (In the spiritualrealmnothingis indifferent: what
is not usefulis harmful.) What arewantedfor the Indian asfor the Englishmanthe Frenchman,
the German,andthe Russianare not ConstitutionsandRevolutions, nor all sortsof Conferences
andCongressegjor the mary ingeniousdevicesfor submarinenavigation and aerialnavigation,
nor powerful explosives,nor all sortsof corveniencego addto the enjoymentof therich, ruling
classesnor new schoolsanduniversitieswith innumerablefacultiesof sciencenor anaugmen-
tation of papersandbooks,nor gramophonesndcinematographsjor thosechildish andfor the
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most part corruptstupiditiestermedart — but onething only is needful: the knowledgeof the
simpleandcleartruth which finds placein every soulthatis not stupefiedby religiousandscien-
tific superstitions— the truth thatfor our life onelaw is valid — the law of love, which brings
the highesthappinesgo every individual aswell asto all mankind. Freeyour mindsfrom those
overgrovn, mountainousmbecilitieswhich hinderyour recognitionof it, andatoncethetruth will
emegefrom amidthepseudo-religiousonsenséhathasbeensmotheringt: theindubitable eter
nal truth inherentin man,whichis oneandthe samein all the greatreligionsof theworld. It will
in duetime emege andmalke its way to generakecognition,andthe nonsens¢éhathasobscuredt
will disappeanof itself, andwith it will gotheevil from which humanitynow suffers.

Children,look upwadswith your becloudedyes,anda world full of joy andlovewill disclose
itselfto you, a rational world madeby My wisdom the only real world. Thenyouwill knowwhat
love hasdonewith you,whatlove hasbestowediponyou,whatlove demandgromyou.

KRISHNA.

YASNAYA POLYANA.
Decembed4th,1908
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