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Foreword

Animals fundamentally difter from man, They predominantly work with
their instincts (which is another name Lor diviae knowledze) which they
receive from their ceeature and insignificantly by instruction. Almost
every member of a specics instinctively works in accordance with ils
code of conduct. A calf does not receive training in swimming. A honey
bee does not join an Engineering College o get necessary training for
constructing a bechive, Birds, at the right moment, prepare their ngsts
instinctively oul of whatever material they get from their surroundings,
They need not be rained in their ar.

Man comes to this world of activity in a physical body maore or less
as helpless creature. He cannot even walk on his toes a5 anmals do on
their legs. He cannot swim on the surface of the water as fishes do and
he cannot soar high in the sky as bivds can, He cannot build houses as
white ants build their moles or bees their hives. He cannot sing as the
cuckoo does, [n all these matters other creatures arc in a much more
advantageous position than man,

Though weak by instinct, man is the nost powerful creatore in the
entire creation. The more evolved a man is the more he works with that
he has achieved by a process of instruction. Since man possesses intellect
and freedom to will and act, he has to be instructed. He can be distracted
to evil paths. Therefore, he needs cauntion, schooling and tutoring, Te
very often needs a code of Do's and Don’ts based on experience of those
who have gone ahead of him.

Man acquires knowledge by reading books and receiving oral
instruction from others, Knowledge is thus imparted through books,
through preceptors and through the experience of others, Now, in the
beginning of creation there was no system of (eaching and learning, nor
werg there any books to read. How could, then. men acquire knowledpe?
Thus, a man not being independent in the matter of empirical knowledge,
and inmate knowledge alone being insufficient for the aequisition of
knowledge, the only course letl for him was (0 receive instruction from
Giod, the only pre-existing intelligent Being at the time. Even oday we
do not learn anything without receiving mstruction [rom our parents or
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weachers. The children of the greatest schoolar. philosopher or scientist
have 1o 20 10 school to leam the A, B, C of anything, The proposition
of the evolutionary hypothesis that man has from the day of his orizin,
being progressing in the discovery and application of the laws of science,
is belived by the testimony of the experiment made as well as by the
excavilions going on in different parts of the world. 1fa child is brought
up in the company of beasts or ignorant people: he will remain as
1gnorant as they. Experiments have been made by keeping human children
in a lonely places, wking care, of course, (o provide them with food,
drink ete,, but never commumicating with them by means of specch. Fven
after 1015 years, such children were found as innoeent as ever. All
human population would have continued 10 behave like beasts from the
beginning of ereation, o the present day, if had not received ingtruction
from someone,

The primeval source of all knwoledge is the Supreme Being, I is
from Him that we got our first prompiing 1o knowledgze. If God had not
mstructed the sages in the beginning of the creation and similarly, if those
sages had not iransmited that knowledge of others, all the people in the
world would have remained absolutely sgnocant, This knowledze was
subsequently eodified in the form of Tour Vedas and irmpsmited from
generation to generation. But we are not all made of the same stelf. The
Rishies received knowledge at first hand from the heart of the Elernal.
With the passage ol time we required simpler material 10 suit our needs,
This was made available to us by Jater Scers and Acharvas through
treatises comprising various forms of lileratore, Dr, KOV, Paliwal, has
taken up himsel! the arduous task of acqueiting the young gencration with
the wast field of Vedic and allied Hterature, spread over thousands of
years.

The present work is not the product of purely scholarly interest. It
has grown out of vital vrees and under the pressure of the pecoliar
station obtaining today in our schools and colleges. The book is inlended
to provide, within a short compass, glimpses of the basic minimum
which every boy and eirl shoulkd know. Those who dig deeper will get the
maximuny of what they may aspire for,

Yidyvananda Saraswati

D-14/16 Model Town
Delhi-110009
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1. DEFINTTION

Q. What are the Vedas?

Ans. The Vedas are the collection of mantras. The word Veda is
derived from the Sanskritroo *Vid® which means knowledze, Hence, the
Vedas are the books of knowledge.

(). How many are the Yedas?

Ans. The Vedas are four only, ie., Rigveda. Yajurveda, Samaveda
and Atharvaveda,

Q. What are the characteristics of a mantra?

Amns. The mantra, composed in a metre, bears a concept and teaching
worth contemplation and adoption. [t containg true knowledge, and
inspires noble thought and action.

2. VEDANGAS AND SHAKHAS

Q). What are the Up-Vedas?

Ans. The Up-vedas are the texts on the auxibiary themes of the
Vedas. The Up-Veda of Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvaveda,
is Economics, Military Science, Muosic and Dance and Medical Science,
respectively. These explain the main concepts of the Vedas in details on
thelr respective 1opics,

2. What are the Vedangas?

Ans, These are the branches of the Vedas. and are six in number viz,,
Kalpa or creation, Grammer, Astrology, Etvmology, Education and Metres.
These all are extremely useful in revealing the secrets of Vedic
interpretation, and their knowledgze can be taken as & prercquisite for m
depth Vedic studies.

Q. What are the Shakhas and how many Shakhas are there of the
Vedas?

Ans. The Shakhas of the Vedas are explanation and/or editions of
original Sanhitas; and thus are not the original Vedas. They may be even
mixed up with the Brahimanas, So they are the creation of later vedic
seers, Inthe past, there were 1127 Shakhas of the Vedas including 20 of
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Rigvedn, IO of Yajurveda, 1000 of Samaveda and 7 of Atharvaveda. Dt
at present only o few (B-10) Shakbas are avalable.

Q. How are other Hindu scriptures viz., Brahmanas, Avanvaks,
Shastras, Upanishads, Grihyasutras, Shroutigranthas, Smritees,
Hamayana, Mahabharata and Puranas related with the Vedas?

Ans. In the above scriptunes, attempts were made by the seers,
scholars and devoetess (o eaplain the basic tenets of the Vedad in different
Ways, But the Vedas are the primary sources for all practical purposes,
and in case of differences in opinion, the Vedas being Devine revelations,
should be finally accepled authentic as pointed out in Munusmnt —

e e wiwl o ygfa: (v, 20130
and Jabal Smri ’dﬁ? 'f‘zﬁ! favm J Hia 7w and those portions
supporting the Vedas are ealled mdirect evidences, Further only the
coneepts in conlormity with the Vedas be sccepted, and contradictory
vigws be discarded,

. What are Brahman Greanthas?

Ans. Brahman Granthos belong to that category of books which can
be stated to be the first mierprelations ©f e Vedas, Bribar Parashar
Soaritt (344 defines thus @ A Drahmana is a book which tells the
meaning of Vedic mantras and its use™,

N WARMARFY 7R TEhd |

TR A S SRR 4w
Similarly in Maisheshie Darshan Acharya Kanad says “ATEION WATEH
ﬁﬂ%ﬁ'{'ﬂ" “Brahmanas define words of the Vedass and their mesning”
But they also cary over-emphasis on niwals and yagyas, Tn ancient
times, there were many Bralimanas, Bul currently only six ane available.
Of ghese, throe — Adterava, Shokayann and Boushitiki belong 1o Rigvedn,
Shatpatha w Yajurveda, Mahxandya 1o Samavedn and Gopzatha Brahmana
1 Athirvn Veds

Q. What are the Shastras?

Ans. The Shastras are ke books ol Philosophy or Dasshan. All the
six svstems ol Indian Philosophy of the theists are ealled Shastras. Vedic

seers systemadically examined. analysed, elaborated and presented the

basic philozophicnl concepts 1o six different wavs on problems of natwere,
man and God and their relationships along with creation of uaiverse.
These philosoplacal texts are — (1) Sankhya Darshan by Kapil, (2) Yoga
Darshan by Palanpah, (3) Myvaya Darshan by Gastama, (41 Vaisheslok
Barshan by Kanad, (3} Purva Meeminsa by Jaimini and {6) Ut
Mecamansa or Vedanta Darshan by Badurayana, These all are in
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conformity with the Vedic philosophical concepts.

Q. What are Upanishads?

Ans. Thewe mostly explain in details Vedie theology including
metaphysics, spiriteal and mystival powers apd coacepts of God. The
literal mwaniag of Upanishad itsell is the knowledge of rcalising and
viiualising Gad, In some Upansshads, some of the Vedic hyvmns are
reproduced a8 such, These texts mostly deal wah the concepts,
charnctensiics and manifestations of powers of God, nature and properties
of soul, its relationships wath Caxd, sometimes in a figutative manner or
in symbalic stories, In these hooks, mostcomplex philosophucal concepls
and sparual exponeaces have been prewnted through lucid dialogoes
Refeseaces in mvthological litesatore. indicate the existence of one
thoasand Upanishads in anciem tmes. Bot all of them are not available
now, and the follwing cloven Upanishads have unasnimausly boca
recogmissd by religious soors, philosophers and Hindu saints for their
suhenticity, philoaophiscal concepts 2 spintex] stainments in inspiring
each celiphtensd soul pot only ik [adia but alen in the whiode workd. Evea
some goa-Hisdo scholars and philosoplers have whole headtedly
sppreciatod thew Moftineis and widom. These Upantihiats are — [ih,
Ken, Kotho, Prashma, Mundak, Mardghye, Aiteraiva. Taltheraiyo,
Shverashverar, Brahadaranvata and Chiendogya. Amongst these,
Ishopanishiad i taost insgrring, innovatve and sciendific, providing basic
temets of Viudas in brief, for the entire humanity, imespective of nntonality,
wiste, creed, race and geographical boundaries. Important Vedic concopis
relating o God, soul and noature, moral duties, monatheism, Wle afier
death and other complex philosophical concepts are cloarly dealt therein,
Except one manta, Gie entire [shopanishad is the lastchapter of Yajurveda
Boas the gast of Vedic religion

Q. Are these Upanishads any way related (0 the Vedas?

Ant, Yes, Each of them belong to one of the four Vodas vie
Autcrayopanishad to Rigveds: Idhopamichad, Brahsdaraayak and
Tutierayopasishad 1o Yayurveda, Kepa and (hhandopyopanithad to
Samaveda and the rest — Katha, Praskaa, Mundak, Shwetasheviar and
Mandukyvopanisthad belong to Atharva Yeda. It s said that in ancweet
times cach Shakba of a Vieda had its own Upanishad. But like Shakhas,
their Upanishads are also entraccable pow,

). What are Puranas and Smritics?

And. The Purnnas e the books of ancient Indian histoey, cultuee
and civilisation atong with mythology of Hindu Religion and its several
secty. Along with some deseription of creation of wniverse, mocal education




& F Vedas Introduced

and history of Kings, they emphasise on incamation of God in different
forms and ntals. The Pornas are maindy devoted (o different gods and
goddesses as Brihma, Vishoo, Shivi, Shakti and their incamations: amd
cach Purana is devoted 1o the main deity of a particolar sect, e,
Vaishnava, Shaiva or Shakia showing supremacy of one over the other
reflecting the seciarian approach. On account of eradual additions,
abterations and distortions for hundreds of vears continuously in the
Puranas, particulany under the infleence of Baddhic, Islanic and Chrstian
rulers i I, some irmational, tlogical, unethical, unscientific, in-
humamtarin aod antivedic concepis bave crept there in, Such concepts
as incamations of gods and goddesses, thew fewds lor supremacy. idoi
winship, soctal discrimination, casteism and several other superstiions
arc totally wvedic, Thesefore, their illozical feachings, unbelicvable
TEUTALIONS And ensCIeRUe concepts contrary 10 the Vedas are quite
discardable, However, their astomical acconmis are of sreal sse as ancient
cultune. Strictly speakmg, ihe present Pornnas need admstic ‘purilication’
through cross-cxamination hefore they can be aceeplable o homan
reascn and intetlect.

Though eighteen Puranas and Up-Puranas each, have been described
in Hindus mythological texts, a lot of confusion persists about (heir
names wy dallerent sources, A comparison of available literature reveals
complete unanimity about the names of following fifteen Puranas viz,
Brahma, Vishoy, Brahmanand, Varah, Vamana, Bhagwata, Bhavishya,
Matsya, Markandeya, Agm, Kurma, Lingha, Garurba, Padma and Skanda,
However, variance exists about the remaining three names,

Sunilarly, the names of 18 Up-Puranas are : Aadi, Nrsingha, Vayu,
Shivadhnrma. Durvasa, Kapal, Narada, Nandikeshwara, Shukra, Viruna,
Saamb, Kalki, Maheshwarn, Padma, Deva, Parashar, Marichi and Bhaskar.
Besides these names, some scholars count Aamma, Devibhagwaty,
Miuhabhagwata, Yogasaur and Kedar Kalpa Puranas as Up-Poranas also.
Moreover, some count Narada, Vayue, Padma and Nrisingha as the main
Puranas while others consider them as Up-Puranas. Thus there is 5o
absolute unanimity, like Vedas, on the oames of 18 Puranas and Up-
Puranas amongst the Pavranie theologists,

(). What are the Smrities?

Ans. Simritics arc the books of social, economic and politcal kaws
which are changeable with time and have been composed by scholars
from time 1o tme as the need was. Amonpst 250 Smrites mentioned,
Omly some (57) are 1raceable now.
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L MAIN THEMES OF THE VEDAS

(). What are the main themes of the Vedas?

Ans. The Vedas are theistic 1 nature and emphasise o know and
adore Gexd and act accoding to His etemal laws, They possess all tue
knowledge, and all that which can be known through knowledge, The
four Vedas hase prodominanily four main themes (31 AIETTIRTER:)
viz., knowledge, activiey, worship and bonan condoct incloding scientific
amdd management technology or Vigyanam, They provide all primary and
causatic knowledge about God, human beings, nature, heir activity and
relaponshizps, All sorts of knowledze in every field of human activities,
phyacal soiences and wechnologies, are dealt therean, in bracl. The Vedas
contan all basic, moral, ethical and logical princaiples inspiring practical
teachings and wleals for daily aceds whach can belp human beings in
elevating them to the supreme state, Le., Moksha, imdwidually and
duescharesng socal responsbilities. Broadly speaking, thee are two tvpes
aof knowledge in the Vedas ie., Para and Apara. Para deals with the
concepts of God, His mamiestations of powers and spirituaiism while
Aprara 18 concemaed with wordlby matters and pleasores — thus coverng
the entire feld of knowledpe,

Muahanshy Vyas says “Whatever texts of different subjects ane in the
world, they owe thedr ostgin to the Vedas™ (Maba, Bh, Ao, B 122.4),

gt g wenf ares wftay sgoa
afa A g g pamm )
Similarly Yagyavalkya Rishi says “All Shastras have onginated from the
etemal Vedias only, and no book is comparable to the Vedas,™
3 4y ey o & fad
e wiwred § 32w wHaEr) |
gaafa amam @i (12.1)

Manu redtesates the sane view with emphasis that pome soorce of
all past, present and letere knowledge, i3 Veda, This knowledge is
eterual, truthiul and aothentic,

forgawrenen dgvay: WAy
v ad w deweifafEfan a9 (12.94)
ya wd w1 wd Aam gfieafdy w9, (12.97)
frafd whyarf daared waeaq w9, (12.99)
Q. What is the main theme of Rigveda?
Ans, Rigveda’s main theme is basie knowledge covenng a wle
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range of 10pics as concepts, qualitics and chamctenstics of God, soul and
prmary source of nature. [t also covers propentics of vistble and invisble
wirkd, and some basic aspects of physical scrences as Chemistey, Physies,
Mathematics, Astronomy, Cosmology ete. It also contains human wleals
and painciples o be adopted in all walks of life. In the words of Savana

w=afa qaf ot redesraEET wows )
Rigveda contions natore, properties and setivities of all tvpes of materats,
t.e. phvsical, metaphysical and spaotual,

). What douvs Yajurveda deal with?

Ans. [t mannly deals with mode of conduct, human psychology,
activiey andd wins and means for minite improvement inorder o achieve
the hghest goal of hife, It emphasises how to convert knowledge paned
mto uwsefnl acuvities and unpan he same 0 other homan beings as
poanted out by Savana,

Taf= &9 wpan: e afifer fRgem
yorafi, frem fren wnfaweol u adf=a,
wrifden on T W wafi og w90

(). What is the subject matter of Samaveda?

Ans. It deals with that knowledge and activity by which the soul of
Buman being is relieved from the cycle of life and death (afiy waffifa
arda:). It s devoled 1o the adoration, praise and workship of God;
mamfestations of His powers ang mode of worship for spiritual
attanments, [ devotional hymos engolfed with sublime thoughts, attuned
with emotional touch leave human mind and soul in tranquility. It
emphasises for human beings W develop their mental and spirimal
pawers W their highest onder,

Q. What subjects are dealt in Atharvaveda?

Ans. According 1o Nirokea (11L18) “That by which all sons of
doubls and mmperfectons are removed: and expenise 1§ achieved, 15
Anthavaveda,” The knowledge, activity and practice beaul to the state of
perfectuon in all branches of knowledge, whether social or physical
sciences, 30 Atharvaveda deals with science, technology, applied social
sciences and buman behaviour covering Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry,
Astrology, Cosmology, Medical Scicnces. Agriculure, Engineering,
Military Sciences, Aetonotics and Creation of Universe, It also inclodes
socnl sciences as Poliical Science. Sociology, Psvehology, Economics
eic, bul not the history of past, kings and queens. and mankind as we find
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in thi present man-made History bocks,

. Does Atharvaveda contain detailed scientific knowledge and
technology for immediate use?

Ans. Detaled scientific knowledge of all the above mentioned
branches of physical sciences is pot practically possible in a single wext
like Adhaevae Veda, However, it centninly caries all hasice principles, in
brick. Aaud on thad basas, detailed wexis oo heen developed i o nwmber
ol brinches whach bave been recognised as the st seientfic documents
by thie world over. Tnsely speaking, all screntific secrets of Atharva Vieda
are el W be explored beciuse of [nck of understanding of Vedic scientific
terminalogy and s prectical apphication smulating the modemn science,
Several wmgee scwenbfic advancements hinted i the Vedas, ane yer
beyvoad the soope and comprebension of molkeon science.

Loy thus context, Savanacharya wriles in the inwoduction of Tainerieyi
sanhita’s commentary thus, “Whether Is not known hy vision or
visualisation, thal is certainly known by the Vedas; and this is the
Vedicness of the Yedas.” Oa thes aspect m, “Davaniad and Yeda' Shri
Anrobmdo writes s, “There is nothing funtedtic in Davanand's idea
that Yeda contains truths of sclence as well ax truths of Religion. 1
will even add my own conviction that Veda contains the other truths
of Scicnce which the mwoden world does ol at all possess; and in that
cave, Dayvanamd has rather undersinted than oversiated the depth
and range of Vedic wisdom.” Similarly, Shr N3, Pavagi wites in " The
Vedie Vathers of Geology™, "1 may take this apportunity to remind
the readers without any fear of conteadiction that the Vedas contain
many things nol yel known (o any body as they form a more of the
lnexhaustible literary wealth that has still remained unexplored™,
Moreover Amencan Scholar Wheeler Wiliox wiites @ "It (India) is the
land of great Viedas the most remarkable works, containing not only
refigious ideas for a perfect life but also facts which science has since
proved true. Electricity, radivm, clectrons airships, all scem to be
known to the seers who found the Vedas.” Unfoctunately, voluminos,
precious scientific Vedic literatore wis consomed 1o Twones by Ganatic
amed superstitious Tslamic mlers during their invasions apd muling poricd.
And ver whaiewver i left, gives ample preof of Athievedic seientifie
supermacy as ecferred in Ramayana, Mababhara and other sanskrit
liteTature,

). Is there any specific order of the Vedas, and what is s
significance?
Ans Yes, the sequepcial order of e Vidas 15 — Rigveda, Yipueveda,
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Samaveda nod Atharva-veda. This specific onder 15 very sound, logical
and scientific as per the need of human development, e knowledge,
activity, spirstuality and technology. And this is the same onder of the
main thenses of the Vedas, Kathak Sanhita (407 b approves this order viz

wi wrafy rgfisfa o wpf serbefa

This ondet is a quite ralional as one must acguire knowledge first for
rudicrous aotivily. Later on one should acquire supromacy and expertise
by hard work and contnued pracoce and utihize it for humar welfare
acearding to his moral, ethical and spinitual background. Purification of
mind and soul by daily prayees, devotional songs, worship, jodicious
actwaty and rational behaviour further strengthen one’s physical, mental
and spirituist powers, This enables o serve the causse of society betler in
ang’s own fiehd of activity whether social or physical sciences. Thus a
proper combination of knowledge, activity, spiritally and wechrology
followed according 10 the Vedas will undoubtedly fead o an immence
development in the life of an individual and the society as 5 whole in a
condrective maneer, This rational and pragmatie approzch will lead o
an all rogrsd welfare of the humanity which is the ultimate obyective of
the Vedas, through this specific sequence.

4. VEDIC MANTERAS AND THEIR CLASSIFICATIONS

Q. How many mantras are there in the Vedas?

Ans, There are 10552 mantras in Rigveda, 19750 Yajurveda, 1375
w Samaveda and 5977 1 Atharvaveda with a total of 20379 maniras in
all the Vedas,

Q. How are these mantras elassficd in the Vedas?

Ans, The manras are classsfied differently in dillerent Viedas, In
Rigweda, ey are classified simulianeously i 10 Mandalas, 8 Ashiakas,
04 Adbwvayas, 2006 Vargas and 1028 Suktas, But in practice, they are
roferted in other texts otc. in mandala, sukta and mantra number. All
prantras of Yajurveda are clossified in forty Adhvayvas, In Samaveda, the
mantras are divided o three imain sections o8 Purvarchiko, Mabaramnai
andd Uitararchika and further classified separately aloag with Adbvaya,
Prapathaka, Khand snd Doshati. Purvarchika has four Kaands vie
Asgneya, Amdra, Pavamana and Asanyaka with six prapathakas and six
Adhyayas while Untararchika has aine Prapathakas and tweatyone
Adhvayas. Atharvavedic mantras are clasuified in teenty, Kaands wath
P11 Anevakas and seven hundied thirtyone suktas. But in practice, &
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mantra 15 refermed in Kanads, Sukta and manira number

Q. What is the significance of adopting different classifications of
Vedic mantras?

Ans. s prmary objective is 1o maintain the single ientity of each
mantra ol each Veda, Different classificatinons help in distinguishing and
quoting the correct relerence of @ mantra from Gillerent Vedas, This
procedun: alse kelps in juding the main theme of he mantra even i i s
repeated in another Veda, But in such repetitions, the Devia or Rishi ot
the manua may be differen.

5, RISHI, DEVTA, CHHANDA AND SVARA

Q. What is the significance of associating Rishi. Devea Chhanda
(metre) and svara (notation) with each mantra?

Ans. Bach of these four indices refer 1o some of the main
charactenstics of the mantra, and cach one of these chanclenstics
contributes sgnmificantly in exploring the secrer and true sprit of the
myenira.

Q. Wha is a Rishi?

Anz A Rishi iz & person who sceording o Rigveda (10.107.6)

e wiay EeroTg: | Owd wOTIMRE W
performs Yagya every day, recites Samavedic hymns, knows and instructs
Vedas according 1o the true spirt of the mantra; who is well versed with
satva, rajah, tamas and thew relationsdups, has attuned Siddbi or perfection
by his own penance and ability: is rational sn his acts and judgement, is
free from all vices and remains cheerful and calm. According w Shatpath
Broh. (439) —

o A FAsEE: 9w
"a Rishi is one who possesses true knowledge and preaches the same o
others.”

Q. What is the significance and relationship of the Rishi®s name
quated along with the mantra?

Ans. It simply signifies that this particular Rishi was the first savant
and expert who by virtee of his deep meditation and penance had
revealed the true spirit of the mantea or group of mantras in their literal,
rl“ll.'li.1]‘I]:|_'_-'.‘~il..'Ii] el spiriteal sense, and bod fusther explmined the same in
details to other human baings. S0 by vire ol his contributions in the
study, inlerpeetations, propagation and exploration on the rue meaning
of his mantra. later sehoalrs associnled his name with thar }'l.'llti-:il;ﬂ.:

mantra. in his memory, 25 & majter of respad
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(). I that Rishi the author of that mantra?

Ans. No, he is certainly not the author or composer of that pasticulis
miantn The mantras were prevalent even betore that Rishi, Yaskacharya
micely clanified this point in Niroke (7.3 thos .

(i) WHR] GEAET WA T JRISTGAMSHER] A @i
YA W Weg (1.20)

(1) wdlen wE gwe wafd (7.3))
“whichever mantra’s meaning was reveated by g panicolar Vedie schola
first, the sime was expluned o others raditionally, and just to keep alive
the history of contobation of that Bido, his mowme was nked with that
mantre, Therelone, that Rishi shoold be accepied as the Gest vistonany
and revealer of the true sense of the mante. Yada funber explaimed this
point by quoting Acharya Aupornanyvava who also believes

ETG TR TR: | mdwhm ) wiee awd afeasra ) ag
HH WA g8 [Wynraaeg | ogsdion sfdafifa
frsmady (AL 2.11)

“That o bevng the mterpretter and revealer of tree meaning of a Vedic
madnsis, 15 kncwe s the Risht of that mantra, While meditaimg through
penmince, they hiwd a vision of tree knonwledee of Veda-an etemal Divine
revehition. They were culled Rishies as interpretation of tue ongingl
sense of the vedic mantr is their trae Rishiness, 1

Q. Why does the Rishi called mantra Kralah, if he Is pot the
author of the mantra ?

Ans. Mantra Karatah does nol mean the author of mantm as
misunderstond by some readers, PL Yodhishther Meemansak quoling
several ancient and modem scholars opined (Vedic Sidhanta Mecmiansa,
p. 338) that the word mantmkratah has three meanings: (1) visionary, (2)
teacher, and (3) coordinator of mantea s tue méaning, Besdes thas, the
words like Brahma Kritah, Mantravan and Mantra Karah are also
gsed in the above three senses. But in the entire Vedic lierature, pone of
the orienial Vedic schelars have ever taken the meaning of mantra kratah
as composér of the mantra except the oocidental indologists who are
tedally agnorant of traditional interpretation of the Vedas, or have
intentionally coined this concept of authorship and thus misinterpreed
the Vedas o distort the Vedic wasdom. Bhan Bhaskar Mishe in the
commentary of Taiteraiya Ariyank writes thus
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Iy W owy Wy g v gepa: gvi Rt
' (Mysore Bd.. Past 1L p. 1)

"Visuali=ation of trac and secret semne of the mantra is also a sort of
creation of mantra™, As o modicr of O, Ridis ane ot tbe ongins)
COMMPRRTS, of the manira by coe saapdy the Died sesonanes of the
sutots of the muntras, Ponbar Kok B (Ralvavoasy's Slisosh Setra
Lelths peosOd ) o st s thad the wogd mantea kratah — a Rixhi, i said 1o
e a viniomary of troe mscaning of mantra. Otherwine even the enfernity
of the vedic mantras will not exiat (Ashis 7.3,77)

. What is the opinion of Hrahmanas and ather Vedic filerature
about it?

e A Snlwal examnnation of Taittereyva am! Kies Sandata,
Adteneya, Shatpath, Tandya and Koshitika Beabmanas, Sarvanokeamani,
Anuvakanukeaman, Athars- Bobhat saeecumm Kranoant eic., which are the
st sciend tends o e i festateons of the Vedas, provade s twentning
supporing evidences on this topie, Whike summarising them, Yodhisther
Meemank explicitly concldes — “Rislids are enly the cevealers or
interpretters of the Yedas only, amd never the authors of the vedic
mantras (vedic Sidbanta Meommnsa, p. 339, Morcover in the entine
vedic literatore, no relerence s visihle supporting authocshap of mantras
by the Rishas, O the contrary evidences ane, shovwing niane of tx: Rasli
as revealer of roe meaming of o purticular mantia, aed ool the authos.
Accordmng 10 Mishabharal —

WRd Y Adeem O

fomren =W qftasn: weldsta 2 e
"0 God! you have revealed the Vedas firdt, and from Shiva onwards
innumerable Rishis bave boen thelr recitors and devotees. Bul none
of them is their author,

Further Kulluck Bhatl writes in the commentary of Manusnnin ;

wwren ®mM sftgam v A g wee
Moce Brabams, all Rishis are the reCiter and nod the aothors of the
vedas, The following references explacinlly suppost the view Uhat Rishis
saw (STRRY, SUH) and did pod compose (MEEU) the manioa.

. @ g Qo v pdvgen aapn SRy srafifan
e §. {2.6.8)
2, W amda: o taoevangepa gt 9fif g gudtag
=g W6 (10.5)
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. WRE e ayerds swisf wesfag wwa W (17.7)
4. wfl winfa s e zed . m. (6.2.3.8)
5. = wq A e gfa afnaisavaa) @ w. (4.7.3)

6 e i Wswmaer) waby, (201)
wivA Refia, @ ghd seemern) walg, (3.09)

On the hasis of anceent wxts and commentanes of the Vedas, Swami
Draamand — s ardent scholar of moden e and enthusiastic sevivalisn
of the Vedas, bas mentioned in Satyarth Prakash ~The Rishi who for the
first time revealed the true sense of the mantra and explained the
same to others aml none else before him revealed the meaning of the
muantrea. In the memary of that Rishi his name was nssoclated with
that mantra, And if any body suggests that Rishi is author of that
muntra should be constdersd untrue”, Thus Rishis ane 1-::1}- the reviealers
ol the e meaning of the mantrs, and oot tie aulsons,

Q. Do the Vedus also support the above view any way?

A Yies, acntical examnation of ihe Vixdas also sappornt 1he visicaary
concept and comtribation of the Rishis, on the basis of the following
arguments |

O Pespate of one topie ina Sukta of a Veda sometimes there dine
several Rashis of s different mantras, Had these Rishis been the authors
of the mamteas. there should have been only one Rishi of o Sukta well
versed inthat concept and not so many. (1) The sivle of language ina
Sukia s pearly the same which is pot possible, had there been several
authors of & Sukta comprsing of several mantras on a single theme.

(). Why are several Rishis associated 1o a mantra in some cases?

Ans. n=ome mantmas, mote than one (2 o 100) Rishis are associated.,
tsimply reflects that a group ol seers had delibenntions on (he secrets of
A particalar manfr and they all eeamimoosly amved a0 3 tuthful
conclusion. Such a prciioe appears 1o be quite possible s is gone even
todkvy dunng conferences on issues of complex nature where Iarpe nember
ol experts examine the problem (rom different points of view and finally
armve al oorationnd conclusacn, Thix also confirms that the associated
Rishies are not the authors of the mantea because il is quite sieonceivible
fis II:I'IH_l pil :T’l'l!'l]p {If Authors of I manie or Sen i .":;ui‘.!“_

Q. ks there repetition of a Maatra in the Vedas?

Ans Yes, there 15 a repetation of some manteas in the Vedas. But they
Jilfer mostly with respect to their main theme o Risin or both., Sometimes
the repetition 1s w emphasise a particular noble concept as we fing in

=4
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cae of Gavatr mantr,

Q. How many are the Rishis of the Vedas?

Ans. There are about three hundred Rishis who revealed the secrets
of the Vedas. Viz, Visshishta, Vishwamitea, Atr, Aaditya, Idra, Kashyap.
Narada, Bhrgo, Manu, Bhardwaj ete,

(. Why do the Western Indologists believe mantra’s Rishis as its
asuthor?

A, There are several reasons for this () They are totally sgnorant
of the waditional indian system of revelation, isterpretation and
propagstion of the Vedass (i) BEven il they know anyhows they are not to
accept the same as their basic objectve and strtegy hadd been, and sill
persists, to establish the Vedas as ocdinary books, composed by human
beings in the pramitive ages and that (0o not by a single person but by
severald persons at different tumes; (i Thetr micniion is to establish anmd
extend evoluiion concept o the Viodas alsor (0v) As the Bible — (he
religions scriptare of these westem indologists, was compiled by several
saanis much after the death of Jesus, so they conceived simalarky and
applicd the <ame 10 the Vedas also; (v) Since the nume of (he apthor of
the Vedas is neither mentioned along with them nor any referehee is
visible about thewr authors in the entire Vedic hrerature, 5 became quine
cisy for them 1o .coin this unvedic concepl about mantea’s Rishi as its sole
authon; (vid It was under the theo-political plan of the western Indologists
o malign the Viedas, During the Later part of maneteenth century when the
Brinshers were struggling bard w establish their Faith, they katched many
victous plans through Macaoly — Max Muller axis to mabgn the Vedas
— the main Holy Scriptures of the Hindus. Aloog wath other politscal
plans to crush Indian natronalism, cae of them was o misimierpret and
distort the true spirt of the Vedas and encate conlusion, suspicion and
disrespect for them amongst their believers. Britishers employed Max
Muller for thos nefenous sk who dubiowsly and shrewediy coined
several new theorics about the Vedas and Vedic liemitue including
Rishis as the sole author of the mantas, Their buased and distoried
Inrerature oo Vedas was constantly and repeatedly published from each
and every possible platform during the British sule. and even today by
people of wvested interest, in the theopoliical curcles. And whatever
diversily between Indian tradinional and western approach and its efMect
on the socio-religious-polincal system, we witness today, in Inde, under
the garb of secolarism, is the result of that long term vicieus planning and
false propaganda by distortion and misinterpretation of Vedic texis,

Q. Why is Devia’s name associated with the mantra?
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Ans, Here devta retlects the man theme of the maten which s
extremely eaelnd in revealing the seorct sense of the mantrs, and sbould
b kept in view while interpreting it

Q. How docs “devia” mean subject nuatter of Mantra?

A, In the anict literal semse, the word devia s meean divine,
tuminous, sdorable, giver, supreme ofc.: bt when ssociated with the
mundra, according o traditional Vedic svitems, il really means the subjoct
el of contral theme of the mantra. According to Sarvanuloramat
12.4.5) amd Shad Guns-Snshya Vedarth Deepika (p. 60)

A mieda gq wivg gag W dam, @ A @ daan

gai4. (2.45)

“The devia inducted with the mantra rellects Jis main theme.”
Moharasht Shonack says “One should And out the devata or subject
matter of the mantra, and one who knows the devta of the mantra,
anly he knows, its lrae meaning

afyom G @ W= waem

dgasn f2 wmmn wed wamasfd) ) gedgeam (1.2)
Swumi Doyvamand also helieves devin to be the subject matter of the
manten and savs “wheno a devia forms the chicf subgect of the exposition
in a manirs, it is called Devta. The names of sebitances xnd their
explmations oCCuming to a mantra became the signd of nuorks of &
Sevia” {Rigvedadibhashya Bhomiska, p. 49).

(). How does devia help in revealing the secret sense of the
mantra?

Ans, The words of Vedic manteras are compound, or compound-
underived and not figid, Therefore, the meaning of 8 word has several
meanings with respectl o 15 rool, When a wond 18 translated wnio ils
materinl, mataphysical and spirtnal senses, the troe sense of cach word
i derived, of the devia-the central theme of ihe manten, 15 considened.
And thus devta belps in arfiving at the rightlul meaning, Whatever wide
wivickly, irmationality and sometimes contradictions we sd today n
Yedio interpretation, 15 mainly due to oelly pnoong the gusdance of
dovia and following the preconcived blascd appecach of e aothor,
Devia cootrols the centrnl theme of the mintrn, and this i feads 0 4
colecrent, mational and bogical inferpretathon 1o a nghtle] manner. And
when such tanslaters, ignoding the devia are engulied m confusion
heing incapable of amiving it a mrional, logics and cohererd micTpretstion,
they stmply disappomtedly conclode that Vedic hymns are childish,
tedtoan, and suspecions; while the fact i that they ane on a wrong ek
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eaonng weadiional Vedie imerpretation. D, S_K. Gupla, white eritically
eramining the available transluions of the Yedas, pointed oot this Licunae
and emphasisted that Dayanand's approach of including devia as the
central theme in Viedic exergies, was quite reasonable and exiremely
wseful; and be positively adopred,

). Why are words like Agni. Vayu, Indra, cte. mentioned as
devia freguently in the maniras?

Ans. Since the meanings of Vedic mantnes cover a wide range ol
topics. It becomes caster 1o wlect such words as devia which can be
interpretted widely, And woeeds Jike Agne, Indra elc. possess such guadines
of muliple meanings. For exaomple. the word agnd, means, heal, enerey,
bght and knowledge i their matenal, meta phyvsical and spirinen] <ens.
This type of vivictly and simplicity i different scoses comes only on
adopting such words as devia o convey te contral theme of the msiiin
But the trianslator should keep strict harmoney in the entire mania whibe
tiking U same word in differcnt senses,

Q. What is Chhanda or metre, and how nmany Lypes of metresare
found in the Yedas?

Ans. A mmelre is a composilion i a particular syllabic systom cither
tn prose or poctry. Mainly there are 26 types of metre in the Vedas Wiz,
Gayarn, Ushnik, Anoshiap. Briban. Pankn, Toshup, Jagati, Atjagati,
shakwan, Atshakwan, Adhu, Acpashn, Dhriti, Audhon, Kein, Prakrt,
Aaknti, Vikoati, Sombonn, Abbiscrin, Digkniti, Moo, Proma, Prtima Uipama
andd Sz, However, Patajal scoepied four mes of this number with a
wial of 104 metres, OF these 26, first fourteen metres are [ound 0
Rigveda, but the rest in other Vedas,

Q. What is the maximum and minimum number of words in
these metres?

Ans, There are 4 words in the smallest and 104 i i brggest metre,

Q. What is the significance of the metre in the mantra?

Ans, Primanly it refers the speciBe metre i which o mantea is
composed, and conseguently the number of words o s hkely w have as
every metre has cenain chiractenstics. The type of metre al=o uxdicates
the manner to be adopied for i recitation, particulady during the rials
and prayers,

Q. Is there any utility of metre in the interpretation of a mantra?

Ans, The metne of the mantra helps in understanding the secrets of
the e, P Yadbisther Meemansak while quoting 12 references from
Vedie works emphassed the unportance of metre (Vedie Chhande
Memansa, p. 23 without which the troe spinn of the mamten is ool Lully
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understood. Funiber, the knowledge of mewre helps in checking the
number of words of alterations in the mame, if any.,

Q. What do the horizontal and vertical lines or numbers on the
words of the mantra indicate?

Ans. These lines or numbers (1.2, 3) indicate the svara or notations
of the words m the mantra. Pronuncianion and recitation of the wonds
should be according o these noations,

Q. How many types of notation are there; and what i their
significance in the mantra?

Ans There ane three typesof notaion, 1e., Udait, anmdatt asd twaril,
Phese indscate the levels of emplisas while reciting a mantra. Prmarily
these notations control the methodotogy of pronunciation and recitation
of pantras during nmals, Secoadly they are very usefulim the intespeetation
of the manir as they decide the prionty of meaniog of a word. For
example, it the wond 35 udatt, ys meaning s priroe and i anoedatt, i s of
seconidary mature, While discussing in detzls the sigoiliczanes of nouitions,
P Yodhisther Mecmansak concluded thar meamimge of te mantea should
he hased on the order of words (mantra-pada-krama) and the meaning of
cach word should be shown sepanately by giving due imponance 1o the
notation of the word. By following this proceduare, the meaning of the
manica 15 lwher refined (Vedie Svara Meemansa), Moreover, the
knowledze of metre and notation both ¢ontnbute i the precise
imterpretation of Vedic manteas. Further seciiation of 2 mastra withoot
proper notauon keads to wiong meaning amd effect as pointed oot in the
Astha Adbeayi Mahubhashya {1110 by Paranjali, Venkat Madhava also
savs “As one cun walk [reely even in dark with the help of a hamyp,
same way, one can bave a truc meaning of Vedic words using the
knowledpe of noations™

suer dffefire= Wt iy W@ owt gt
wael: wger gl

Swami Davanand seveved the iraditional Ve sterpreiation followimne
the orider of pada and vsing the science of notation,

6. DIVINE REVELATION

). Who has composed the Vedas?

A, Giod Himsell sevealed e Vedic mantis,

Q. How can Formless Gad composed the Vedas as there should
b bodly organs like mouth, tongue ete. Tor the recitation of the
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mantras?

A, God beang Ouneascecnt, Crnnipolent and Osmprescnt, pulsaling
the soul of every living being can indoct koowledge into any other soal
by His oan witl. Bodily organs hike meooth, tngoe ¢1c. e necded only
by bunan beangs 1o explun womething 1o other beings. God being All
peovading dors nold need them, and so §ie enlightoned knowladge tatally
i the soul of four Rishis,

Q. Who were these Rishis through which YVedas were revealed?

Ans. Rigveda was reveabed by Agni, Yagueveda by Vayo, Samavdea
by Adityn anad Albarvaveda by Angira Rishy as suppodted by Shat Path
Brabmman (11,58},

T AT A WY WD ar wgda: ke
WAy (11.5.8)

Further in Adierva Veda (10.7,70), "spmffEma gam’ Dot the Vedas
e pol the coeation of thewe Kishis,

Q. Why did God reveal this Divine knowledge throogh the souls
of these Rishis?

A, [ was so bocause the soal of each of these Rishis wis absolotely
pure, prodis and supreme by virtue of their noble acts of the earlier Lile.
These Rishis oblained the above uvnigee and extra-ordinary qualitics by
continuéd process of clermity. Their souls were capable of metaining and
transmitiing (e same knowledge as such o otber competent Rishis
Swvami Davanand explains the improvement of the soul through the
eteamily of acts. Soul, actions of e soul wd the prime cawse of Uk
physacal wiorkd, are ciemal; and one can purify the soul of its maximum
through one's plous and noble B0 10 A& CONUMINNS [IDCSSS,

Q. How is Vedic knowledge Divine?

Aus, By virtee of speciallity and contents of the Vedic mantras, O
can be convinced about the Thvinity of the Vedas through lozical tests.
For slmetodee to e Divine, the folkowmng characionstics ane prirguasics
and should pass through thess logweal tesgs -—

(1} Such a knowledge donld have been imparted along with the
cremtion of the Eoiverse and living beings so that people could
b alble o qudge the paonty of ther actions;

(23 That knowlédge should be available before the creation of
human beings and theeefore, should pot ivolve the bisiory of
human society as we find in Ramavana, Mababharat, Quran,
Bible and other scriptures:

(3 That knowledge should be tee, rational, logical, seientitic and
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obey the laws of natore, it should help explan the secrets of
nature lor further development of science and technology;

(2} That knowledge should be rational, ethical and non-
controwercial, [ should not show exaggerations, omissions and
sellcontradictions as we find in books authored by human
beings;

(%) That knowledge sheuld truely explain the nature, properties.
powers and mamifestations of God, As God is Omniscient,
Ommipotent, Supeeme, Just, Kind, Truthful and Unbiased, tha
knowledge should also be truthful and complete 1 all respects
of God, humanity and natune,

(6)  That knowledge should be eternal, universal and uniform to all
hurnan beings, irrespective of caste, creed, pender, race,
geographical boundanes and natonalities, and free from the
boundary of language, dialect ete. It should be inspinng, thought-
provoking, picus. blended with lofty ideas and ideals so thae
cach human being could be able to develop himself 1w the
fullest extent in all the facultics, and attain the maximum
heights of humanity and supremacy in his own life time and
miake himsell free from the cycle of life and death,

{7y Further the initial cavsative knowledge can be obtained only
from God, and none else can crcate it On the otherhand, =
person with the help of that causative knowledge can further
develope ones natural knowledge as we see wonderful
developments and discovenies in the feld of science and
technology. Bul the causative, initial knowledge cannod be
created by natural knowledge ac one cannol see in darkness
withoul any external source of light even by one’s own good
eyes,

All the above chamaciensucs of knowledge are found only in the
Vedas, and cenainly not in any other scriplure of the world sects or in
books composed by a single or a group of religious scholars, but the fact
remans that o understand the tree spint and secret of the Vedas, one
should follow translations of Swami Dayanand Saraswati — an ardent
scholar and a great revivalist of the Vedas aceording to the ancient
traditional svitem of Vedic interpretation.

Q. Do Vedas also indicate themselves to be Divine revelation?

Ans. A serious study of the Vedas themselves cleasly indicate that
Vedas are Divine revelation. Some references lrom Rigveda only are
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presented below |

{1

[T

(v}

(vid

Lvn)

v

< | have reveabed knowledge, (Ry, 10.49.1)

‘e W oAy’
Revite Wedic knowledge revealed by God, {Rv. 1.36.4)
‘dad dwwl mae’
May God and His ordained knowledge be bestowed upon us
(Rv. 1.40.3)
"N wewifda: w 2dq e
Well explained truthful knowledge revealed by God opens the
dumb cars, (R, 4.23.8)
o v afon wed ool gum: gesm s
O Leading Persons cadowed with Divine virtues! Give us that
Wonderfull speech which is ke the run shower from the
cloud. because it 1s free from evil wdeas and sanisfics wo all. T is
equally good, inteliectual and beneficizl to all man kind, O
Ommipresent and Chinnmiscient God! We desire 1w lead ideal
home life endowed with noble intellect who can beget noble
progeney. Grant us all that. (Rv, 3.57.6)
7 A ¥ gdoRln arsvaR dioadm fen anreny wafy
TR T IR gEiY R
O Umnmiscient God! Awaken in our souls the wisdom of the four
Yedas which gives new knowledge, which consists of Gayatn
and other metres and which confers happincss on all things ns
Thou revealdst (o the mertonous souls |.-'i.é-|'|.'|, WVayu. Aaditya
and Angira) in the beginning of the ereation.

(Rv. 1.27.4)
g q e i mwd fEnw i ot 38y 9 A
That God who is Protector of all rue knowledge, doer of noble
acts and Posscsser of knowledge, Purifier of all, provides Divine
knowledge in the hearts of Righis in the beginning of creation
That knowledge is not to harm or rouble any body. (Rv
9.718).
WO M A @ grged 1 o guem T
Yrom that most Adocable God, for whoswe sake men perform
bounteous acts, the Rig-Veda and Samaveda were produced
There from, the Atharva Yeda dedved s existence and the
Yajurveda had 1ts ongin. (Ry, 10.90.9)
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AIRTIR] Whg: wow i wfEn o el wfin avn
R |

Besides these, many more other references vie, 3,269, 421G 4,23,
L S0 TG, LG, can be quoted from the Ragveda in support of
Divine Revelation.

3. Do other Vedas alse support Divine Revelation?

A Yos, bere are some relerences from Yajurveda and Atharvvesia
A% below :

Y

(1)

(i)

(v

ivi

{wi)

(viin

CF mankind! as 1 address this propitons speech of mine {the
Viedash e all people, 1e., Brahmanns, Kshitrivas, Vaishyns
Shudras, and o thoese whoare men of low digouty [Yuju, 26.2)
e e aremilranf e e voraranh e
arafa W Wi 9| |

it G wath etermnity hias creatod subjects, Vedas, and inmodtal
souls { Yuju. 40.8)

WnUY WSt quraETeEdha: WA |

That CGrowd 3% thy reveader of thae knowledee of Viedas, and He 15
e oaly source of Uk sawne {Yajo. 23.62)

AEWmA grg: Ged @ |

I reveal this inspiring knowledse 1o the entire bumanity { Ath,
6,69.2)

T AR AR e 39

Ireveal this pragmatic knowledze 1o be adopied with reveence
by lepmed people and masses alike (R, 10,125.5)

Frm Wi, T g 43 e ey

I bave reveated His Divine Kpowledge for the people alier
proper discrimination betwoen tuth and ontruth, (Ath, 6.62.2)
uF R a4 qenaE 3l uftard Rerea)

Wha ks that Deva from which all the four Vedas are mevealed,
and Rigveda is ke his life, Yajurveda like hean, Samaveda like
hanes and Atharva Veda bike his mouth? The reply is in the pext
hymn thus :

“The God who snstains this universe: His name 3 "Skambh’,
You acoept Him as the revealer of the Vedas (Ath, 10,720,
AT HUA TG AR |

i g AR qag )
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Further, 1 bave created those compositions vie. Rigveda,
Yajurveda Samaveda and Atharvaveda which contain theee
types of knowledge. (Ath, 5.11.3),

"TEMA W omrnfn sl

Hundreds of such mantras o be quoted in oo of Divine revelation
of the Vedas,

Q. Why ix God addressed as o Poet?

Ans. Because the God has been mentioend as the firss Preacher and
Teacher of the Vedic knowledze; and by virtue of His poene and mvsiic
composaon of the Viedas, He is addressed as a Poet, For example —

(1} "Heis the best Poct amongst the Poets” (Rig. 2311
UCHE TR

(m}  He s cevealer of knowledge ard a Poet amongst the common
people. He is immortal anongst the montals and sensitive hiving
beings (Hv. 7.4.4),
s wivesfag wrm wha fProga Faofan

iy OrApem! vou ane the Bestower of all knowledge, Omniseent and
Poct by vintwe of yvour knowledge and poctry (Rv, 100113},
"y ol wrEfa feafag

(iv) He b5 Poet of deep knowledge (Ath, 5.12.1)
"wfdefa s

(v} None else Poet s like you, (Ath, 5.11.4)
q wag: widaw |

(vid See the poeuy of God whose composition is ncither over-
stopped nor it becomes stale. (Ath. 10.8.32)

¥y @ T M AW A ufrdfag

Hence by vartuc of eiving knowledee in o tucid and poetic way, one
of His names 15 Poet,

Q. Why is God addressed as Brahaspati and Brahma Kritah?

Ans. God s addeessed with such oames becavse, e s the
Commander and also the First Preacher of knowledge, Some references
are a5 lollows ;

(i) O Brahaspati. the Lord of Speech! Thou art the onginal sousce
of the eazhiest speech which 15 the most excellent, unigoe and
flawless, (Rv, 10.71.1)
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fiv)

AEE) S| ar Wn gddva dva Amwd urEn |

waw A€ @R wardhpon w@w ffed e
Centnly  Brahamanspatn — the master of knowledge has
pecached the manoms of adoration and worshup (Kv, La05),
) "I“‘l. ﬂL'II“TF-Tﬁ'!: U Sy |

May ibe Master of the Vedie knowledge and Protector and
knower of the four Vedas come 10 our Yaeva (in the fonm of
stdving and waching) which gives us perlect phvsical and
spiritaal power. (RY 1.4003)

oy sl ¥ 9 E

Hrabaspati-the God reveals Divine knowledze in ihe beginning
of Ealpi (A, 20,884}

gradfy: wud G W wfe: ge ahsfae
Bhrahspati s the only irst Eradate. The Rashus gained knowledse
fiown: Hum, (Yaguo, 7.15)

@ wam ggrafa Rafdar

). What is the opinion about the authoer of the Yedas, in other
Hindu Scriptures?

Ans, Vedas have been mentioned as Divine Revelmion o all the
Hindu Scripiures, including Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads, Smritis.

Puranas,

]

L1l

{iv)

ivi)

LR ]

Mahablarar et as shoswn below -

A (womafY) wrerEe agE werrigon wdtrafaang )

(e m.)
A T arEn Ay g |
s fou w=a) o wmnfa wefan
(geen. 3.1.25)
aaey ) gude: arRRisuday
(ques, 99, 1.1.5)

A 41 Hed) s P

aq wTaE aede: @mEsdad i (ged. 5.4.11)

et agd g gdl Ra ) am fagarm da)
(qoemt, 9u. 2.1.4)

e wreagie fenct (qeswl. 2.1.5)

sfftqargefdwusy w0 @91 wawEy |

qerE aw feabypay: wm o asergi (79, 1.23)
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(vil} T4 M AT e g Awfiriog
oA ol andsaRi
(w0, 9, 14.5.4)
(ix) = ¥ yremsey BRrorwm f A
Fragl wd wred g 32 ereswsmeng
(mmgrrEm )

The above references clenrdy condinm that all the Vedas hive been revenled
by God, and their names wre Rig., Yaju,, Sama and Atharva Veda

Q. What is the evidence that Yedas are revealed with the creation
of Universe?

Ans, There are several evidences in Viedie litersture, both ancient
and modem, that Vedas are unce the orcation of Universe, 1A the
kncadedee shonld be in the beginnine of oreation as is clear (rom the
cuery of a beman being o Rigveda [Usays, ~T know not fully what [ am
in reahty for | am placed within the wander with fetiered mind; when |
Wil be able o AlLxdn 10 the primoddial prodoct of e clenmod Lrs, then and
then only | will obdain a share of thes {(Dnvame ) wond, (RV. 1164173

A R wwf of2 deafn Fes: w15 s gofig

TR ArTREEGn CRrenf gl e wrTR

(™. 1.164.37)

Funther, “The God who enbightens the enlightened and introdoced
knowledge wsd virtue o the seholars as sweets to sweet lovers and who
later on reveabed Divine knowledge worth contemplation and adogption
by soul — the master of sensitive oreans. (BY. 10.54.6),

4 weurwdfaf safdedl srguenEn wamgin

s fad yufiom o gsrga gegeuraata
In Mahabliwad, u reads thus “With the creation of onivense, God
revealed such a vnique, ciemal and Divine Knowledge of the Viedas
which hiad noither béginning nor end; and ali sorts of keomiedge and
activities inthe world follomed 32 Later oo (M. Bh. Skant Parva 232-24

safefum fem g wEEEn

e Aol e we wal wgea
The names of malenals and activities sere taken from the Vedas, Even
the names of Rishis st knowledge an the beginning of creation was fron
the Vedis, (M. BH, Shantt Pagva, 230.23-26)

MATOY 9 e, el w wEeiER |
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47 w2y oqrd) (ARBY w deav

Aami wdien amem a9y gwea:)

add=) qurarl arddn darE: ||
Mann very clearly says that “Veda is the prune source of knowledpe.
religion amd actviy”™. (Manu. 2.16)

adisfyen i e |
Dhespite of o Chinstian missionany s approdach. Max Muller contessed thal
Rigvedais the oldest ook, He writes i the sntrodocion of Bigvedsa thus,
“Adter the latest researches inte the history amd chronalogy of the book
of ald Testament. we may now sadely call the Rigveda the oldest baok,
nol only of Aryan community, but of the whole world™, Futher i
“Reason and Rebgion™ he writes, “IF there & a God who has created
heaven and earth, it will be unjust on His part it he deprives millions
ol his soms born before Moses, of His Divine knowledge, Reason and
comparative of Religions declares that God gives His divine knowledpe
from his lirst appearance on carth”. Thus Divine knowledpe has been
grven wath the creation of human beings.

Farther P'r. MUM. Vidvasapar, afler quoting a larpe number of mandras
(Vedon Ki Antah Sakshi Ka Mabatead concludes thar there s oty in
metres of that Eradite Pogtwheo s creator of this universe, which comtams
three types of knowledge, This s elassified o four sections as Rig. Yaju.
Swina wnd Atharvie, while creating the Universe, God Himself, with
different names as Yagva., Brahaspats, Porushah, Poet elc. impaned this
knowledee inthe bears of Rishis capable of receving it and those Rishis
peeached the same 10 all buman beings of the world, Supporting this,
Jacolliot writes in “Bable i India”™ thus — “Ashtomiating Gt the Hindu
Hevelanon, Veda is ol all reveletions the only one whose adeas ane in
perfect vmony with modemn <cience™. In Vedie India-Mother of
Parlsuments, Shre N3, Paven writes, “The Vedas are the fountain head
of knowledge the prinwe source of inspiration, nay the grand repository
of Divine wisdom and even eternal truths™,

Q. What Is the opinion of Darshan Shastras on Divine revelation
of Vedas?

A, AlL ke six, threstie systems of Indinn Philosophy beleve that
the Vedas are Divine Revelation and they are unanimaous in this respect,
For example, in Yedam Darshan, (1, 1.3) Viyas Muni says:

Fe = B E G C

{1y ool s the prume cuse of the Vedas™ . Achuw Wit Shamker il
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belicves the same and cxplons o funber i Braduna Sotra
Broahya(p. 18) thas — “Brahman i U Yoo (Le., matenal and
elficiont comed of great scriptures (Shastrasy hike the Rigvedas
ctc. whach ane suppldemented by oty scriptares (Sidoa, Kalpa,
Vyakamn, Nrokin, Chhaodah, Jyotaskd that the themselves
sonprces (ol virtous kinds) of kpowladee which reveadad all
things hike the Lunp™.

i Toosankbya Darshan (5.51) Kapil Rishi says
fam waenfl @ an: e -
“Ciod reveided the Vedas by His own notural powers and
therelone, they e eiemal and self-authennc”

iy Do Washweshiae Dooshan, Kanad Rishi savs -
g dHIETv I YTHTOIS |

e Vedo e Divine Reselanoa, They contasn anthfol

Lo lod pe and podicioes moeal ieachin g wo all the foar Viedas
are clemal™ (Vi 11.3)

(i) In Yopa Dbagban, Patsnjal: Rashs says -
W qlwmf o sETrTETa
“Hhe s e teacher oF the ancients sl Becse e is not lanised
by timae” (Y., 1.1.76)

(v I Nvayn Darshaa, (2.1.67) Gaotam Rishi says:
NN g ARETITOREE WEIAT |
“The authortanveness of verbal prool is like that of the Yedn
and e medical serenee (Avurvesta) ad i his been declaned by
the Aptas (trust worthy persons)”, Dayanand comenents that is
purpose is thil all men Should ackoowledge the authenticity of
the Viedias which are etemal and are the words of God,

). Is the relatiombip between the words and thelr meanings alvo
Divine?

Ans. Cartainly you, The wonds-moeaning relationsdap is also ctermal
o oo ohe ¢am explain o

. b the knowlodpe of Yedas eternal?

Ans. Certualy vex, Becouse the Vedic Endmbadge is free Tivm
addieons, comisions, wiMractions, contnelictions, ad changes with e
and space; and has been reveabed by Etemal God FHhmselt

Q. How can the words, sentences and their meanings in o mantra
he eternal?

Ans. [t is becaoswe the words are of two types — one ks ctemal, and




A0 Vedas Imroduced

the other developed by human actvities. Amongst these whichever wornds
and their meanings are within the revealed knowledge of God, they are
eternals while those developed by the imagination of mankind are the
resull of human activities. Since the knowledge and activity of God is
pesfect by matuee in all respects, 1hs whole powers and capabilities ae
also etemal. Conseguently the Vedas, in the form of knowledge and their
words-meaning relationships are also authentic because only troth is
elemal amd etemily is truthful wself.

Q. How did Divine Knowledge transcent upto the common
preople?

An<. Initially the God revealed all wue knowledge to the st four
Rishis with the beginning of the creation of the universe, Later on, these
Risins eaplained that knowledge alengwith its e meaning © other
Rishis Bke Braduna ¢re. This is why the Viedas are known as Shrotis adso
bemg wansmilted through bearing. Alter leaming from Risha's like
Brahma, other seers explained this Divine kpowledge totheir disciples in
their true spirit in the ditional weacher-taught system who forther
explamed in verbetum 10 the masses, Following are the evidences from
the Vedas themselves,

) “The devidee says, "My father and grand father obtained the
Divine knowledge and activities conained in seven metres. T,
the novice, while recsting the same, preached it upto the fourth
genertion as per the onlain of the benevolent God (Ry. 10,67 45,
i g wadlell fm 3w word gedafism
i farwrne v s=nsma sw e wed))

(u} O Brahaspate! (Lord of Speech) The original source of the
carliest speech which is the most excellent and Qawless and
which the kearned ipen pronounce by giving name {(to all existing
objectsh remains teasured with the cave like beart (of sages)
the very same becomes manifest by their foroe of love (Rv,
106740,

7. NUMBER AND CREATION PERIOD OF THE VEDAS

Q. Was there only one Veda which was divided later on into four
Yedas?

Anes, The Vedas were four only since the creatton of the niverse,
Hotin some Puranas ns Vayw, Vishnn, Matsya and Agor, #01s mentoned
that initially there wias one Veda only and at the end of Dwapara, Krishing
Drwapavana Vvas divided it into four parts as fous Vedos. Such a satement
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reflects only the vasintion in the mehod of expression, Divine knowledsge
is ome only which is confined in the four Vedas, Vvas Rishe expliained the
s to commaon people. However, he was certnty not the sthor of the
Vedas because the Viedns exasted even betone Viyas Rishi of Dwapie Yoga.
All Hindu scripures, viz, Drahnanas, Arnyas, Upanishads, Mababhana
ete. deseribe the number of Vedas as four only. What these Poranas mean
there Veda as a knowledge which can be one only, However evidence of
four Vedas are visible in the Vedas themselves as follows
(11 {a) Rig. Sama. Yaju and Mahi (Skambh Sukt, 15)
(h) Rig, Sama. Yaju and Atharva (Skinbh Sukt, 200
) Rig. Sama Yagu and Bradung (Ox0an Suki.)
(d) Rig, Sama, Yaju and Udgitha (Ueehat Suky)
fe) Rig, Sama, Yaju and Chandogya (Uchhist Suki.)
(i) wenf? Agm st i & ARV 4587
This Mantra is also in Yajuraeda (17.91) and Gopatha Brahunan
(1.16). meaning thereby is tat Vedas are (our as interpoetied by
odic seers.
(i) AETEETEEg s wonfa s
wiia G aomgyRaeTTaTag |
(. 10.90.9, T§. 31.7)
(iv) IATeY TTASEOn W WM 9 g
AGEl wWad JT (a9, 18.29)
(v) wa am agsiewe ogita (R 11.7.5)
(vi) TR WWA: WOWON HW WA agA@ll (aud. 10.7.14)
{vii) @R Fae) gqda: ardesudde | (ol 1.1.5)
i) frera @ Fmad forfy agds wrde Ayde agel)

(11 7.7.1)
(ix) ddvaghl: giom (7w 2. 51.22)
(x}) A% devE "R (W, W, T, 214.22)
(xi) daTeTa @) (AEdad 4 14.64)
(xii) TR T A WD wgde: ) ggee gl
(e, g, 2.16)

Besides these clear Your names of the Vedas, whereever Vieda is
written in ploral (327:). 3t has been interpretted as four Vedas as in
Rag (4.35.6) and Ath. (199,12, Besides these evidences, four Ritwagas
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are needed for the success of riluals in the Yagyas, and according 1o
Cropath Brahmana (1.1.16 & 3.1), the scholar of Rigveda is called
hota. of Yajurveda, Udgata, of Samaveda, Adhwaryw and of Athar
Vedn s Brahuna.

Hraeda g goita aopde faamay wade gemany iR
fag agnor am F A agwrg wRefl

Thus four scholars, one of ¢ach of the four Viedas, are needed for the
suceess of Yagya for & paicular purpose, There should not be an
ot of doubt aboul foor Vedas in the light of above und hundreds
other references in Hindu sceiptures,

Q. Some believe that Vedas were three only. Has Atharya Veda
been ndded Later on?

Ams TTes s absodutely untrue, As concluded above, the Vedas werg
fisar ondy from e wery beginning. Bt a sont of confusion has been
caused by misunderstanding the word triyividys mentioned i Vedie
liteeatore for Vedas o sometimes only Rig, Yaju and Samavedas qre
mentoned, and ot Atharva simultaneously. This has been clartficd in
Mababhariat and Sath Path Brahmana by stating that three wypes of
knorwledae or rivividya exists in the foor Vedas thos ;

A Rorrdn Fyam sase: )

HEATTEVIAE! aERIsadvvat | (M, ML ¥n. 235.1)

It is also explained in Shat Path Brahmann (4.6.7),

& frwmaa ook arl gfy

While piving four names of Vedas in Shat Path Brabmana {14.5.4)
and Brahadopanishad (34,100, they all contuin threg types of
knowledge mentioned above. 3o the fact remains that three Lypes of
knowledge is spread in all the foor Vedas, Firstly due 1o emphasis on
(1} knowledge, (1) action and (3) worship in the Vedas, they ane
called of Triyividva, Secondly, according o Yaskacharva the
wsterpretation of the Vedas shoald be threefold or in three senses, i.c.,
material, metaphivsical and spiritual. Thindly, the composition of the
Vedic hymns is i three sayle, e, prose, poctry and recatation These
three types of knowledge are found scattered in all the four Vedas,
and thes Triyividya is nod related with three names o, thiee numbsers
ol the Viedas but with the tvpes of knowledze. Ferther Atharvaveda
his been expressed by dilferent imes viz. Chhandasi, Chhandoha,
Chhandoveda, Mahi, Udgitha, and Brahma (Rig. 90.9, Yaju. 3.17,
Ath, 10719 11.7.5) quoted earlier. Fanther Shad Guru Shasbva
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wrniets in Sarvanukmmanis introdoction that “Though Vedas ane
four, it they have been classificd in three wiys, L. prose, poctry
and recitaton. Therefore. it can not be concluded thar Vedas are
three only™.

fafrwren vowm AR § w2

FIY WIHYU WA AT uged i

it gom we A N R

agaft & 32y Bbs fAafgsadiizn

S0 the Vedas are foor in nmmber oo the very Beginning which
contain three Lypes ol knowledze; and Atharva Veda is certainly nol
a Later addition,

Q. Has the creation of the Yedas been from four mouths of
Brahma, nx some believe?

A [0is wrntten i the Hgerative langoage i soms Purgnas that the
Viedas were created from the four mouths of Brahma, Bot actually it
mreans that the Vedas are revealed by Brahima, 1.c., the God Himsell "a#&l
i 4], (Ath. 10,4320, "Let the God imparnt knowledge of us™ (Ath,
4.32.3). Further “The Brahma-God presessing all knowledge veveals this
ko ledee i dallerent metres (Bv. L1

TR WENAHT Bl amaad
According w Maewsmriti (1.23) “lhe Rig, Yaju, Sama and Athara
possessing three types of knowledge was leasnt by Rrabma from Agni,
Vavis, Adlitya and Angica Rishis who later explained and preached them
o olhers,”
W WG TAEAH
gote wmlihgedyay: amewvrl (99 1.23) _

Thus at 1s clear that the Vedas were not composed by Brahma Risli;

bt e stinply prcached thea Girst w lter seers and this first teaching

of Vedas 10 human beings has been expressed as creation of the

Wedas by Brahma.

Q. If the Vedas are since the creation of universe, is Vedic Sanskril
also that much old?

Ans, Yes, Certainly the Vedic sanskrit 1s the oldest language as all
have been derved from L

(). How did the Vedas come in the printed form?

Ans. Since anciemt times, the Vedis were leami by heant and
propagated orally; and with the development of prnting facilities, the
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Veda Pathee Bralunanas were ded 1o recite them in different ways
According i) their mode of recitation, prooupciation and eotations, they
were noded down, The svaras or nodations os odatr, anedan and rowant
were marked ca ¢ach word. Afer checking cach word of 1he manitras, the
Yaukas were composed, compalcd and prnted in the press,

). Could the man not compose the alike Vedas scriptores of
other religions?

Ams. No 1t s mever ponsebic. Bocau the Wodio knomddedee posiauas
all thase charscreridics which are ahaoduiely bevond the capabalitaes,
comprehensions and ope of human koowladge, It s i wpeeme,
togrcal, sciennfic and univenad know ledse beyoad the kumil of lige aod
space, and therelore. il is not posadble by any hofnan beéing possessng
limnied Enowledge to prepare such a leat of ctemnal koowledee. No
Boman mand ez over encompass all Hiclds of knowledpe including social
and physical sciences with such precision and authocity which could be
of universal application,

Q. Can the unbelievers of divinlty of the Vedas be not scholars?

Ans. Cenanly the homan beings, believing o the divinity of the
Wedas or not, can be profoond scholars if they detve the truths of the
Vedas, and expand andd claborte the same as emphasised 1o the Vedic
texts. And milhons of such scholars in innumerable branches of knowledge
dorenist and wall exist i the carth even without believing in the revelation
of the Vedas. But at is also a (st that 1o addition to tbeir own dedicated
and devoted dudies and research, they reoeived the pime knowledpe
from e leachers: and thedr wachers in b also gained ot froon their
teachers theough the teacher-tapht system duning & loag penod of stedy,
eiperunentslion and realisaton, And altimately hat prume, hesde and
Grsalive knowledge wad of the Vedas, Several saints and phabosopbers
unbelicving imphicity in the Vedas, do admit that (he prirge ource of
prume kpowledge B God aod God aloog, and the man has graduatly
developed i in difforcent brand bes of seienoe and humoniiass, And whasowr
enathiul inowledze and secoeadinl techpoloey developed by scienius
tocay 15 the result of continooys mmprovement and appdscaion of that e
prime knowhedze of the Viedas

Q. When were the Vedas revealed?

Ans. The Vedas were revealed wath the creation of uaiverse and
human beings. According 1o the Vedic astrological calculations it
Coniies ot 10 be oo thousand nine bundred seventy two millions nine
hundred fortvaine thousand cighly-cight {1,97,29,49,088) years. And
acooeding 1o cosmologists also, the age of cecation of universe comes oul
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iy be about teo thousand snllicn vears by dhifomesd mrodern datio
fachigues, This is in eonfoemnity wids the Wadoe astrodogical calculianons
potfoewsind by Soami Davansod Semseatl aboat e persed of creaon
of dhe Vedas,

. Why do soane western Indobogistx bedieve Vedos to be of aliout
two o Toor thoeand yeors ILC, onply?

Awrs, The Crestion of the Vedas Bas been aocepicd as 1A s
O by Hoeg, Whintnay, Wikso-(Critfith coc. and 2000 DO, by Jacoby:
The Eurceen Indoloziss whi prichaimed these dues of creation of g
Yeadas were either zoa-cotrromsail widh the Vol tradifions and litcrature
o were Based with Seir nliemror motvecs, Probaddy thein olacepis e
Boved on Hible wiere bisan activities are confined wilhin Gt thiizsend
yedas. Since they believe Vodas as bumen ervatwo, then sole aneapt is
s eskablish hesan sctivity nad bistory inthe Vedis, Corsrgaently, the
poreod of creation of the Vo may be carbier thea the Bitde, bot oo o
much cahier, Eyen on the hasic of Geodogy, NIV Pavat o “Yode
Fathsirs of Ceeelieey” b scoypisd the Creation pediod ol the Vedzs fwo
Ladchs forty ehousand 2 A00000) vesrs send antrodoria Decnssath Clinbk
accepied Gree kb weies, Bul Achays Viadvanul, oo the basis of
peology, astrodogy, and Vedhe Diteratone Bas oomelpdal (Vadic Yug aur
Ao Monav) s sovelatren of the Vedis wiak along s i the crenos of
universe and hioman beosas,

E PRESERVATHON OF ORIGINALITY OF THE VEDAS

0. B thsi o alecrations in the Vedas sinoe Uhie novclutibon
millions of yeaurs agn?

A Cemainly thers & no sheranors, addions and szbiractions in
the Wodas sy Useir rewehation, Ancient Ridils foresighied the poesabehily
that there cookd be sdioralsoas i the Vedes with Infs of tine. So they
develped igd afopied vanoys methok 10 pecsens the odglanhity of s
Wiy v, i) TRey leard all =antras b sl siiog with theic Rishi,
Devin, Uhhandz and Svac [ediowme icacher-tagehl traditon sl ke
them in k., unpollinted nod unchangod w the boseen of their heans;
it} They oounssd the numbes of wods and reooedod g aod
(i) They developed the lists of mrms <alled anuinenanikas,

Q. Could there be no mistakes by misprosunciations and
vinkssions?

A, Yoo There oot be spch mistiioes, Dol i onder oo ched thal
st of ey, they deseloped ditforcan modes of recitaticn foe ross-
checking.
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Q. What were these modes of recitations adopted to preserve the
originality of the Vedas?

Ans. The history of preseeving the onginality of the Vedas is very
very ofd, and there bad been gradual developments with time in this
gigantie Gk, particularly when facidities of panting and sound recording
were not ivinikable as we have odday, Madhu Svdan Mo deswenibes the
history of preserving the onigmality of the Vedas in Madho Shiksha as
fothows :

WA Wit e e 9e g e
areafd om we e andl @reyn
aren wiE aftreva e e |
seEPlIsHOew frrnfrsEsregmag 121
wvy yeRisdhas wead) wwadly g
wmfrdfy: o fwdad wwan

Giod revealed the Sanhita, Ravana provided Pada Patha, Vabhava
gave Krama Patha, Vyadi Reshimatated Jaa patha, Vashistha introduced
Mala Putha, Bhrign Rishi developed Shikha Patha, Ashiea Vakea
propagated Rekha Patha, Vishwamite Rishi introduced Dhwag Patha,
Parishar adopted Danda Patha, Kashyapa Rishi developed Rath Patha
and Ata Kishi adopred Ghana Patha in order o preserve the onginality
of the Vedic mantsas with respect of each lener, word, alonewith Rishi,
Devig, Chhand, Svara and their sequence, Thus cach mantea was leasmt
by beart in thineen different ways, These modes of recitanion can broadly
be classafied mo two mam categories ie, Prakrati Patha and Vikeat
Paha,

Q. What is Prakrati fatha?

Ans. [n Prokrati Patha the sequence of the words of the mamtea
femainsio the original lom, Even in this svsiem, mantras ase remembered
and proncunced i five differenr wavs viz, {1} Sanlita Patha, (2) Pada
Patha, (3} Vyotkriama Patha, (4) Mandukaplut and (5) Krama Patha, In
Sanhia Patha o mante is recited continuously as i 3s, In Pada Patha, the
wonds are separated by dejointing (Sandhivichhed) amd remmembeneg,
In Vyuikrama Patha nll words ase remembred in te reverse order from
the fst to the fost word. In Mamnfukaplut Pada Patha, the words are
remembered by persons aliemaively leaving W next word for the other
teciter, This is called Charcha, In Krama Patha, the words are remembered
in pairs and twe secomd wond of the fosmer pair forms the first past of the
vt pasr. This manntzins the sequence of woods, BEven today these modes
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of recilation e adopted, though by a fow Viedic scholars, in Soath India,

(). What is Vikrati Patha?

A, In Vikran Patha, the relative possgon of tee word in the mantr
i changed, Such changes could be numerous depending upon the number
of permatations and combinations of mathemarice. These Pathas are
quite complex, but stmplianeopsty mone precise w control any addition,
subtraclion oF alteration, Rishis have brossdly diveded viken Pathas in the
followang ecight classes viz, Tata, Mala, Sikha, Rekha, Dhwaja, Danda,
Rattha sowld Gy, Soame of them liave funiher been sub-divided for more
precision, ¢.2. Jata oo 2, Mala i 21 and Ratha in 10 classes. Pr. DY,
Satvalekar and I Veer Sen Vedasharama bavee given several exuanples of
(Mg recTtations i thedr works

I view ol the above modes of recitations and leamings by heart, a
mantea is leamt o least by 13 different modes: bence there remains no
sl o donbd abowt the onpinality of the mantras checking and Cross
checking by different modes of recimtion aking care nol oaly of ¢ach
word, but all s lewters, sandhis, halams e, of each mantra inclwding s
Rishy, Devia, Chhanda and Svara, Therefore, 1 leavies no soope (o any
infmitesimal error introdoced in vedic mantras, And this unigoe tradition
of preservimg e oniginality of e Medis was whole beartedly appreciated
even by western cntics of the Vedas, tmplicit faith in Divine Revelanon
and deep mooted dedication and devotion of the Arvans lor their boly
scriptures bave kept the Vedas in thewr purest and original fonm in every
senge of etymology every after millions of years, Max Muoller coafims il
in Bis Chragrin of Religion (p. T31) thus “The text of the Vedas have been
handed down to us with such accuracy that there is hacdly n various
reading in the proper sense of the word or even an uncertain gocent
in the whole of the Rigveda”, Similasly Kaggr writes in Rigveda (p. 22),
“Since (hat time nearly, 3000 years ago, it (the text of the Veda) has
suflered no changes whatsovever with a care such that the history of
other literatures has nothing similar to compare with it

9, COMMENTARIES ONTHE VEDAS

). How could one understand the true menning of the Yedas?

Ans, Ancient Rishis have laid out the brogd guide-lines for Vedic
inferpretation o arrive o a oruthlel meaning of te mantra. Yaskacharyi
has indicated o bas Ninukta that words of the Vedas aae composite and
ot mooriu or underived. Erch word shoold be imnshved in three-fold
senses. b, material, metaphysical and spiritual according to the subjec
miattes of the mantra. While deaving the nature of composite word of the
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mantra, its devia, metre and notibon should also be kept in view. Swami
Prayanand criically reviewed all approaches of Vedic commentarics,
revived this traditional procedure, adopted the same in his canslations of
the Vedas and latd out the basie principles of Viedic commentary. i his
treqtise “Rigvedadibbashya Bhomika”

Q. Why is there so much varintions amongst the commentarises
of the Vedas available teday?

Ans, There are several reasons for this, viz, (1) vivicily in the
meaning of Vedic words, (i knowledpe of Viedie sansknt linguage of the
commentates, () famidiarity of the commentator wath the traditional
Vidic interpretaben and otlier malinry Vedie fexis as understood in
ancient bimes, fvkobpeciive of the commeptor and (v sheder motivated
with some preconceived notions, Any one or more of these faclors can
cawse deviations in Vedic inerpretation.

(). What are the different approaches of Vedic interpretation
since ancient times?

Ans, While cntcally exammng all approoches of Vedic interpeetation,
Yudhisther Meemansak (Vedic Sudbanta Meemansa, p. 62) clussified
them into four groups aceording o the penods —

(1} Prag Yagvic period (since revelation upio beginning of Dwapar)
(2} Pre Yagyic period (upto end of Dwapara)

(3} Post Yagyvic penod (from Kalveg w ond of 1910 contury)

(4} Modem period (1901 onwards).

Dunng the Prag Yagyic and Pre Yagyic period, the basis of Vedic
mterpretation was science and humanities. It included three-Told and
even five-fold approach of Vedic interpretation with emphasis on material,
mataphysical and sparitual appeoach. But later on de., during the Yagyic
period, it was proclaimed that the purpose of the Vedas is Yapya and other
ritals only, Emplasis heace was Lid on ftualistic appeoach of Vedic
inerpretaon, and sevetal hvpothesis were conceved o explan the
meaning of mantra which led 10 a wide diversity.

). Kindly enumerate the main commentators of the Vedas.

Ans. Some available aames of ancient Vedic scholars are : Mahanshi
Brmhma, Kapil, Manchi, Atn, Angira, Pulpstya, Palah, Ritu, Bhardwaj,
Vashishtha, Bhrgo, Dakshya, Mane, Jatukamya, Vishwamiua, Kashyag,
ete. During the ast 1,300 years the main commentators have been Skiand
Swami, Narayana, Udgitha, Hastonaak, Veokat Madhava, Bhai Goving,
Laxmana, Yapwi, Anand Tirba.. Aunanand. Sayana, Ravana, Mabidbar,
Mudgal, Bharst Swami, Bhatt Bhaskar, Ubbat, Shaunak, Gaurdhar, Han
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Swami, Deva Swami, Anandhoh, Veakatesh ctc. Beddes these, Swomi
Drayanand, Shey Avrobendo and theie followsen, Py, Satvalekar, and several
westerm Indologists (Max Muller, Gnfith eic. ) amd others have translased
the Vedas s Sansknit, Eoghah, Hindi, Gennam and French, The above
names are nod pecesdenly comphele o a cleooologecal order and these
cednimentatons have adopted dillercol approaches to revend the socrets of
the Vedis (Vodee vangmang Ka Iihoe: Bhagwatntt),

Q. What types of Vedic commentories are available now?

Ans. Most of the mmaient commentorles are pot available now, Only
theer scforenoes are visible m Viedic Ineratore. Hivvever, some of the post
Yazyic and modem trarsdations e avukable. In Yagvic approsch emplasss
hees beeny Lnd oo nitvals, podvihesum and Yagvas along with some comenis
of spamalnm. The modem approoch can be funher divided into four
clses; vie (1 Cominentanes infTuenced by Purmmos ad ertoals inclodme
Vintyopa, (i Yaska-based Dovannnd’s appeoach, (i) Sayam Based
wstern approach and Givi Sho Awrobindo’™s psyehological and
philosaphicnl approach,

. What are the main charocteriios of Dayanamd s conunentary?

Ans, Dayanand did ool propose any new approach of Vedie
comnnentiry of his own. Buot he simply sevived ihe ancient trsditional
Prayagyic approach of Yok, based on Nirukta smd gave full justificaton
of the saume quading olher ancicnl Viedie texiy, e, Brahmanas elc. Tins
appeoach 14 bawed on the follrwing principles 1 (1) The words of Veds
MO are Composibe, underived and nod completely enderived or rigid
or rocedi; () Wherever the subjoct matter of the mantra is adoration of
worship of God, the words Agni, lodra, Vayu ctc. mecan God;
(m) Interpreiation of the mantra shopld be according 0 its devia, e,
subgect matier, and metre, alongwith doe consideranon of potation of the
wonds (v) A poandm should be wansdated into foar foddsense, ¢, material,
mctaphysical, spiritoal aed proactacad and intergration of these view points
will certainly reveal wimost the secret of the mantra;
€v) Sinxe Vedas are Divine revelation, there is no human history siwilien
therem and (vi) Viedas shoold be viewed as texts of compiete knowledge
1o guisde humamity for the fullest development of their physical. mental
and spintusl powers, and for cxploration of metaphysical, cosmic and
Bateral sGienoes to generate new technokogy for the welfane of the society
as a whole and not destrection. His Vedic exergy is strictly based on
Vedic grammer Etymology, subgect matter and logic in a coberent manner.
Therefnne, it 18 very constuent, reisonable, logienl, natueal, woiennific and
non-contrdictory inthe ¢ntirg Viedas, Thas'he taid 2 very sound rational
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and reasonabde foundanon of Vedic interpretatton. On the basas of these
principles, Dayanand examined the available commentaries and
vehemently ennicised those of Sayana, Ubhat and Mabidbar and alk those
of westemn indotogists Wised on them wherever they were ancthical,
unregsonable and inconsistent, In this comiexat TE, Vasvant wriles
“swami Dayanand Saraswati was in the first place India®™ eye opener
to the wisdom of 1the Vedas, 1 know none in modern Indiz who was so
great a scholar as the Swanl”. Shri Awrobinds also appeeciated
Dayanand's approach, He wntes, "Why should not the foundation of
Vodic thought be nutural monotheksm eather than this new fangled
manstrosity of hesotheism®? Well, because: primitive barbarians could
nat possibly have risen to such high conceptions, and if you allow
them to ave so risen, you imperil our theory of evolutionary slages
of human development. Troth must hide itelf, common senese
disappear from the ficld so that the theory may Mourish. Lask in this
point, and it is the Tundamental point who deals most
straightforwardly with the text, Dayanand or the western scholars?
Further be says “In the matters of Vedic interpretation — Dayanand
will b homoured as the first discoverer of the right clues. Amidst the
chaos and olscurities of old ipnorence amd ape-long mbsunderstanding,
his was the eye of direct vision which pierced to the truth and
fastened on that which was essential,™

Q. What are the main features of European commentarie?

Ans, Donng 1850 w0 19300 a kuge number of European Indotogests
provided commentaries on the Vedas in Genman, English and French,
Thieir myan source was Siyana's niualistic commentary which was fusther
distorted by them according o ther vluror motives. While neglecting
Savana'sconce i of divine revelation. monotheism, and period of Creation
of the Vedas, they coined new concepts as polviheism, buman histogy,,
wars of kings, ol worship, compasition of Vedas by human beings
during the Last two 1o three thousand vears B.C. with scant apprecianion
here and there, Several of these authors as Max Muller, Griffuh, Moser
Williums, Roth, Keith, Rudolf. Weber ete, were either Chrisitian
Missionenes or politically modivated: and certanly sot the seckers alter
truth of these oncntal texis of the Hindus, and there appears 1 be nid
redson for the same, Their main objective was 1o malizn and distort the
sppremacy of the Vedas and create suspicion and disrespect for them
amonzst their believers — the Hiodus, Max Maoller, a grear bigoury
clearly wroie in affirmation ina letter to his wale in 1336 thus — “Thope,
L shall finish this tusk and I feel convineed though [ shall pot live o
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sce it. Yot this edition of mine and tramslation of the Vedas will
hereafter tell to a great extent on the fate of India and on the growth
of millivms of souls in that community. It Is the root of their religion
and to show them what the root s, 1 feel sure is the only way of
uprooting all that has sprung from i during the last three thousand
years” . On the other hand, be was iding Dayanand’s trnslation of the
Vedas as a “pabnful source” as expressed i one of his another letter, Max
Muller wrore 1w secretary 10 Ste for India on 16 December, 1865 thus:
*The Ancient religion of India is doomed now, if Christisnity dovs
nol step In whose Fault will it be'! Simalarly M. Monier Williuns wrote
in the introdschion of his Sansknn Enghsh Dictionary thus ““That the
sprecial olject of his munificent bequest was to pronwele the transaltion
of the scriptures into Sanskrit, so as te enable his country men Lo
proceed in the conversion of the natives of Tndia to the Christian
religion.” Further sn s book *“The Study of Sanskrit in Relation to
Missionary work in India,” he wrote *“YWhen the walls of the mighty
fortress of Hindvism are encircled, undermioed and Aoally stormed
by the soldiers of the Cross, the victory of Christianity must be final
and comphete”

Ths 15 why most of these Vedie commerntaries are ill-etivated with
preconceryed notions engulfed with Misstonary zeal and biased approach,
Py comnen ast poess bas adophed the sume appecach Do Ui Hiestone.
Frankly speaking Furopean commentarics ase. totally at varance with
Indian walition and wue spirit of the Vedas, baseless. inconsistent,
unscientific and a stigma on the Vedas and cenainly not worlh
consideration, Al national, sociul and political problems we face today,
in lodi, are the results of this based interpeetation of the Vedas and ats
propaganda during Brtsh rule and even today.

Q. YWhat ar¢ the main characteristics of Shri Auwrobindoe’s
approach of Vedic interpretation?

Ans. While whole beartedly appreciating Swami Davanam!'s
wierpretation, Shn Agrobionde opinged (Secrel of the Vieda p, 30 that “the
Veda is primarily intended to serve for spiritual enlightment and self
cullwre”, In s wanslations of Veda, he emphasised on esor,
psyehotopical and philosophical contents of the Vedis and assumed
Rishes as philotophicil powers. He says @ “the central idea of Vedic
Rishis was transition of human soul from » state of death (o n state
of immortality™. Further “the Veda is & book esortic symbols almost
of spiritual formula which masks itsell as a collection of ritual poems".
He does o accept titualiam o the extent of Sayana amld coticises
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westemn commentanes also. His spinal interpretatson of the Yedas is
wery inspiring and R been aocepied by several scholars wiz, P
Madbusudan Ogha. Dr. V.5, Agarwal. Dr. Ganga Nath Jha, Dr, Faeh
Singh and others. More research 15 needed for 3 most coberent
interpretation of the Yedas.

(). Which Vedic commentary should i common person read?

Ans. Amongst the Vedic commentanes available, those of Diyanand
and his followers ane quate ressonable and pragmatic, However they necd
further elalxoration oo several points, particulioly o the mela-physical
and spintual sense, Shei Aurbindo’s commentary though available on
few Suktas s also guite mspiing in bis esomie, peyehalogzical and
philasaphical vacw point.

). Are Swami Dayanand’s commentaries available on all the
Vodas?

Ans. No. during his life time, Swamni Dayanand could complete the
translation of Yaorveda and of Rigveda only upte 2od mantea of sixty
one Sokta o soventh Mandalks {7.61.2) Hoswewer be established his basic
prnciples. concepis and methodology of merpretaton in his book
Rigvedadibhashya Bhamika on the basas of Yaska's Nirvki, His (ollosers
Lager on completed the iranstation of all the Wedas which are now avalable
in Hindi as well as in English. Notably amongst these transtitoes are: Pis,
Fmidewa Meemamsak, Tulsi Ram, Kshemkaram. Dharam Deva,
Vandhyanmh, Vishwath, Bhownmnand, Yodhisther, Meemansak, Pryabeat,
I, Satva Prakash De. Satva Kam, Han Sharam., Devi Chand, Dy, Bam
Nath and ekbers, who elaboeated and refined fusther Dovanand s approach,

10. OBJECTIYES AND TEACHINGS OF THE YEDAS

Q. What are the ohjectves of mparting Vedic knowledpe to
humanity?

Amns. The objectives of God in revealing the knowledee to humanity
with the creation of buman bemngs was it the people conld know in the
beginning itself their do's and don’t dos, They could also be familiar with
their doties wwards their funily members, society amd nation with
wltinate goal of their life so that sy can make immense development in
their mental and spritual powers, It would have been very unjust and
untair on the part of Omnipotent, Ompiscient and Almighty God 10
punish a person lorope’s unlawtul and immoeaal acts without advising in
advance the consequences of one’s acts. Every one should reap the freiis
of ome’s #Cls in the ¢leral svsiem of His creation, and for this purpose,
it 1s nod only logical e just ot also essential thea huanan beings be mede
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familiar with their duties amd responsibilities so that law breakers could
be punished accordingly.

). What are the ways of self improvement?

Ans, According o Mang every person should ty 10 unprove and
possess the following ten guahigies viz, Patience, Forpiveness, Penance,
the theftlessness, purity oF hody, mind and <ool, seIl conrol oF mand amd
a0ty wisdons, Knowledpe, truthluliess and seremty.

). Why do the Vedas emphasise on Yagya so much?

Ans. Becaose the concept of Vedhe Yagya 1= very comprebensive, It
15 gl only condined to ollennges of some Gluneable materials 1o lie as
s commondy misunderssond, Lieratly Yagya means worship, purification,
sell wnprovement, stedy of senpiuges. offering of alms and service o
sociely, respect of elders, scholas and gecsts and welfare of all hving
creptares. Thus Yagya covers all the poble activities of human 1ife i ali
sphieres of activities. These Yagyas arc of five tvpes and ane pesformied
throueh Brahmayapys, Devayagya, Pitravagya Balivaishwa Yagya
and Atithi Yagya. The overall purification of body, mind. soul and
etraronment arcund s, and removal Of evils rom the society and nation,
s Yagyn, Theeefore, the Vedie concepe of Yagya is the overadl weelfinre net
only of bumim beings irmespect of their se-called religion, bat of all living
pangs, in ditferent fonns oF Yonis,

Q. What is the concept of God in the Vedas?

Ans. According 10 the Vedas. the God 15 one and one only. fle s
Feamless, Creator, Sustamer, and Destrover of universe, Just, Omniscicnt,
Omuipotent, Almighty, Elemal, Baudite, All-Pervading, Everlasing,
Immonal, Kind, Senewless, Diseaseless, Impenshable. Unchangeable,
Undecaving, Fearless. Pure and Supeeme. AN vissble and invisihle objects
of the universe are derved from Him and Laer oo, all these ane absorbed
in the same Crealor.

(. What are the relationships between Godd, Soul and Prakreati?

Ans. There is a close relatiensip between God, Sou! and Prakean
visihle and invisible activities of the woeld. All the theee are cternal, and
while working together they have their own independem identity. The
Peakeat: or matter 15 the linest uniform element undetined so {ar by
science which is the only source of all physical world like son, moon,
carth. mewals, sky, planets, vegetation ete., Thus the Prakrat: is toen,
lileless, etemal and mactive. On the otherhand, the soul 1S also elernal.
uinborm, anmortal, deathless, mvasable, senstlive, innomberable, alomic,
petive, mondce and passes through the cycle of Tite and death of the body,
Ihe soul beiog sensitive, sell-judicious and free of st bears the ot ol
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one’s own aclicas in continuity of life and death sccording o the truthful
Divine Laws uner His control and passes through several bodily specics
or Yonis by way of life and death eycle. A soul by virlue of oncs pious
and noble sots can attain the highest state of pectection in purity, serenity
and sell-contre! and can attain Moksha, But i can nenther achieve all the
abovee mentioned gualities and powers of God viz, Creator, Supporicr,
Destroyer, Conraller of universe, Omnipotent, Omniscient and Almighty
ol nor it can become God Himscll, Similarty, the God has not (o come
down Himsel on carth in any bodily torm simply 1o get His own eternal,
trudhful, social and moral laws implemented, and w punish the baw
breakers. But the etmal and truihlul faws can be maintained on the earth
by ather wavs also. For thal, He can certainly urge a paobs soul 1o take
a bodily form on carth to protect the truthiul, moral laws and a
humanitasian religion, and abolish law-lessacss and unjustice from the
socicty. Being Omnipresent. He is prescat in cach and every soul.
Therefore, a person can neither be the God in the true striet sense nor
God has to ndopt Himself any bodily form 10 maintain law, order. peace
and morality in the world. He can send pious souls for this purpose.
Therefore, God, Soul and Prakrati. te. all the three, while working
together and interacting simultancowsly in all worldly activitics, possess
specilic characteristics, qualities, activities and capabilities dilferently,
This concept of Vedic Trinily of Traitwad s very scientific, rational,
logical and pragmatic,

Q. Do the Vedas prescribe the worship of many gods and
gocdessex?

Aps. No, The Vedas are not polylheistie s misunderstood and
misainterpretted by some. They are purely monotheistic; and prescnbe the
wirrkship of one and only one God whose charactenstic have been
mentioned earlier. Moreover, there cin be no two or more gids of those
characteristics. The misconception has developed amongst some due to
the same word God being used for Deva, Devia and Ishwara in English
language while in Sanskrit {Vedic) all are different with some noble
guahties common amongsl them. According to Nirukta (7. 15) the word
‘Deva” 15 defined as -

9 g Sarmn dieun g e s @i g (B 7.as)

“The devas ane so called because they give light. shine, and instruct
or because they have their abode in the regions of hght™ Thus God is
‘deva” who gives the true knowledge in the beginning of creation. Sun,
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maoon ete. are devas as they give light, and learsed people and
philonthropists are devas or devias as they propagate knowledge and give
alms o needy people and social organisations, respectively. Thus Sun.
Moon, Earth, noble and learned people despite of being devas or devias,
cannot be God in the strict sense mentioned above as there cannol he
several Gods or Ishwaras, However. some of the ilfuminating objects hke
Sun, Moon. fire eic. have been mken for devas or God as well as for
physical forces of natere depeading upon the subject matier of the
mantre, However, these physical Torces of nature also enrich and focilitiane
human hife, reflecting some benevolent qualities of God, and so they are
deva or devia, A devewe adores God aceording to one's own concepts
and, gualities, he or she desires to imbibe inone's bife vie., Surva tor life,
energy and knowledge, Laxmi for prosperity, Saraswati for education,
Indra for Power and Eanh for agricaliural production ete, Actually Sun,
Moon, Agm, Eanth, Indra, Brahma, Laxmi, Rudea, Shava, Vishno and
other phwsical, terrestial and spritual powers posaess some of the atinbutes
and gualities of God 1o some extent. These ane also the names of one and
the same God. Peaple simply adore the same one God, in different forms
und names.

. How can a person get ride of the cvcle of life and death?

Ans. One can gret rid of this by adopting a continued process of self
improvement in one’s own physical, mental and spritual powers. Maharshi
Patanjali bas Laid out a very systematx procedure for the same in his
Yoga Darshan known as Ashtanga Yoga. It includes.

™, fAmm, s, goTam TEmen aeen, s el wani

3 Yama (truth, nen vielence. celebracy, thefilesseess and unhoanding
of wordly goods), 5 Nivama (Purity, contentment, penance, study of
Wedas and scriptures, worship and theism) Asana {posture) Pranayama,
Prityahar, Dhama, Dhyan (meditation) and Samadhi. Ard some secis
hawe stressed only on a few of these for ataining moksha g iwwth, non
viclence, celebracy, knowledge, medication exc. which are a fraction of
this yogic procedure. This cight-tier svsiem of Vedie religion is most
scientific, rational, beneficial and complete in all respecis. This constructive
appreach leads 10 an overall improvement in the physical, mental and
spritual powers and is ultimately a full-peool 2pproach 16 attain moksha,
This yogic dhyan system has deawn attention of all enlightened persons
even amongst the non-Hindus of the world,

Q. Are some of the social evils present amongst the Hindus
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supported by the Vedas?

Ans. No untruth, superstition, dogma and social evil is supported by
the Vedas, The present svstem of casteism and untouchability by birth
and soctal discrimination in community feasts, child marrige, dowry,
life long widowness and Sali an® centainly not prevelent in the Vedic
eachings, There, e entire humanity of the world is considered as one
manay Jaati while the so-called caste svstem is acoording 10 one’s own
choioe amd mot by birth. Thovgh there is descnption of about 1wo
humdred different professions in the Yajurveda itself bat they are not
mentioned as Jaalis or castes as considered today on birth basts. Four.
Werna system deseribed in the Vedas is absolutely sccording t the
niirne, quilities and activities of a person and not aceoeding 1o the binh
wills parentage of a particular profession. According to Manw, Vasing 15
changeable as we see oday the dilference in the profession of father and
son sometimes, according o ones qualities. A Shudra is no caste even
1odday; and a Shudra could be Brahmaa by noble acts and knowledge and
Brahmana can deteriorate to Shudrm who is defined in Vedas as (99
&R} one earming livelvhood by skilled or hard ungkilled labour, There
is not @ single evidence of untouchability in all the four Vedas, On the
other hand, Vedas approve casteless marriage, allow every body to stdy
them, and perfonm Yagya evervday, Theee is no social discimination in
marriage, community feases mnd religioos festivals, Neglizence of Vedic
studies 15 the cavse of all social and religious evils, superstitions amd
dogmas, unpatriotism, detersoralion of moral character in private and
publie life and lack of hammoney in family life. Therefore, understanding
progagation and implementation of Vedic wachings in all walks of life,
is the only solution of present problems (for derails sce authord book —
Hindo Dharma Shastron Men Chhua Chhoot?)

Q. Are the Vedic teachings applicable to our modern society?

Ans. Certainly yes. Because all the Vedic teachings are logical,
practical, beneficial, rational and scientific. They are eternal, beyond the
scale of time and space, and therefore, are wisthy of adoption at any time
in all spheres of human life. All Vedic wachings arc based on humanitarian
principles and truthful ideas and ideals; and are therefore suilable to the
modern socicty and will be for future also. They ane ctemal and univessal,

Q. Are the Vedic teachings for a particular caste, creed, race,
seet, region or nationality?

Ans. No, The Vedic teachings are for the entire humanity; and are
equally applicable to one and all, independent of caste, creed, region,
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geographical or political boundarics. They are not meant for i particulas
group of people as we witness in Quean, or Bible. In the language of
Veda, all people of the world are as one class of huwmanity. Therefore,
their teachings are free from all the diseriminanons of colour, caste,
creed, natonnlly ete. Even the Vedse religaon 15 not after the name of any
particular person like Islam after Mohammesd, Christiamy after Iesus,
andd Budhism atter Buddha,

Q. Do Vedas prescribe conversion of religion?

Ans, No, there is no mention of religious conversion in the Viedas as
we find in Quran and Bibke, and a political zeal amoogst their followers
for conversions. Tt is becanse there was no other religion at the time of
revelation of the Vedas, Moreover, Vedas emphasise w develope nahle
character (Fva=n f¥a 91d9) in human heings of the world. Bul the
socro-pohitical condition of Indua demands now ot caly o stop religious
conversion of the Hindus to othes rehigaons but 1o bring back all those w
Hindo Fuith who were foreibly convered under British or lslamic Rule, or
ow under socg-economic conditions or otherwise,

}. What is the ultimate objective of the Vedic teachings?

Ans. The sole objective of the Vedic eachings is an overall
development of entie humanity in their personal, socital, natonal and
intemarional outlook and also 1o establizh and strengthen mutea) love,
peace, prosperity and codperation, Ideally Vedasenvisape the concept of
universe s onc buman class, one language and one unifons. thought
process. This is why there is o sectananism, regionalism, communalism,
fundaunentalism, batred and separatism in the Vedas, The Vedic ieachings
are inspinng, thought-provoking, constructive, createve, moeal, cthacal,
humanilaman, based oo equality and love, They prescribe dories of every
hiving bemng, male or feamle alike towards family, soctety and nation,
Vedic teachings are worth adoption in daily life, encourage people to
grovw and allow others alse w0 grow in all Gelds of activity, Universal ove,
equality brotherhood, peace, prospenty, fearessness and wuthful conduct
is the gist of Vedic teachings.

Q. Why should one study the Viedas 7

Ans, Everyone shoald study and adopt the Vedas., Decause the
unbelievers of the Vedas should read them for comparative stsdy with
et religious texts and the believers o seek mone and more insipiration
for a nobler daily life and 1or wore staupch faith io them in the modem
era of science and reasoning, [ am convinced, it will add 1o the quality of
lite of every reader of the Vedas, belp in enhancing moead values, relieve
mental tension, and create more hammonious abmesphene . personal,
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family and social hie, Vedic teachings provide soluticos o all human
problems, and wmplicit faith in these Divine texts will cerainly prove
inspiring Tor a better moral life, BEvery one must recite a few mantnis
daly and read all the Vedis with uonderstmdimg. Let us be poble and
ke our progeny noble TG SEAT R through the study,
contemplation and unplementaien of Vedic leachings in one's hife, All
the four goals of kfe as dharma, cconomic prospenty, pleasunes of bl
and moksha are atainable inone’s lile tme through the Vedas,

Q. Can the study of the Vedas help in the integration of Hindu
sects and sociely amnd humanity as a whole?

Ams, Cenninly yes. Like other sects of the world relipions, @ large
numnber of sects bave developed in Vodic religion dunng the Bas thoosanls
of years and all these Hindo sects acoept Viedas as their prime sowrce, The
ditferences in Vedic ioerpretitions bas led w tke creation of several socts
teading o wordhep of diflerent gods and poddesses as ingamate of
sopreme Loed and thetr mode of worship, Following of Davanand’s
translation of the Vedas will help mderstandimg the true Sanatan Dhanoa
atid will lead o the unification of different secs of the Hindos, Moreovier,
all Indian langusges have aluo been derived from Sansknt. Thevefore,
Sanskrit langusage and the onginal message of the Viedas can be the only
and most importint sngle mifving foree and facior i the present
eoviromnent of separiiien, sectaramsm and regioaalism cavsed by the
different languages. Hindo enliwre is basteally the Vedie culture and
Bharat is 4 Hinda state. Therefore, the cultsral aed relipions umity of the
Hindus, the majority population of India, through the stedy amd
propazition Of the Visdas, can be g unigue approach of intepranng atl ithe
Hindu sects o the reconstruction of social order, removal of social
dogmas and evils, viaous practices and religioos superstitions, Therelore,
the prosperity, sovereienity and intergrution of Hindu Society and India
s whole, les in the consoldation of Hindu sects and revival of the
Vedas, BEven oday, whatsoever colturial and national unity is visible in
Indlia. its seeds he in the wdeas and ideals scattered in the Vedas and
Upanishads, and other Sansknt 1exis; and centainly aot m composite
cubiere as 1% missnderstood and propagated by sell-motivated polidcians
saying hypocnitically Unity mn Diversity, This 1s basically a misguiding
slogan whech 13 impeactical and has proved disastrous more so in the last
S0 yeas even alter partion of the Country on two nation or culture
theory. The solution of all social, religious and politicad problems in the
country hesan the revivalisim of the Vedas io their troe spirt and unifying
the Hindu society oo the basis of Rigveda™s last Sulki,
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Q. How one should study the Vedas for maximuom benefit ?

A In oeder to gain maximum bepefit of the Yedas, one most stndy
first the introductory books on them. This will belp o understand the
basic concepts, themes, method of mterpeetation, werets and visions of
the Vedas, After being familiar with the style of presentation of the
manirs, one shoold study the Viedas with full devotion and faith in their
trec spmi; While reciting anddor petforming Yagya of any ritual, one
should be clear with the true meamng of the manirs wsed. Otherwise it
would be much less beneficial. Fall dedication and implicit faith in the
invine teachings of the Vichas begets pleasare, purification, perfection
and salvation. However, any enguiry on the Viedas be ot clarified from
e Viedie scholars, |

Q. Which are those introductory books on the Vedas?

Ans. Some such books are as folbows ;

1. An Iniroduction o the Commentary of the Vedas — Swami

Dayanand swaraswits,

Light of Trh — — Swam Dayanand Saraswati.

Vedon Ka Yathanth Swarup - P Dharma Deva Vidyamartant.

Secret of the Veda — Shii Aurobindo,

Viedic Sampatti — Pt. Raghe Nandan Shanna,

Veda Sampada — P Veer Sen Vedashrami,

Ved Meemansa — — Swami Vidya Nand Saraswati.

Ved Vidya Nirdeshan — P Bhagwatdatia,

Vediic Vangmaya Ka Iibos — P Bhag watdagta,

190, Vedic Sidhantn Meemansa — Pr, Yudhisther Meemansik.

11, Vedic [tibas Vimarsh — Py Vaddyanath Shastn.

12, Ecclesia Devina — Pt Bhomanand Saraswali,

13, Some Positive Sciences in the Vedas — Dr. D.D. Mehia.

4. A Cntcial Study of Philosophy of Dayayand — Dr. Sarya
Prakash,

15, Traitivada Ka Udbhavea Aur Vikas — Dv. Yogendra Kumar,

16. Bhoomika Bhaskar — Swami Vidyanand Saraswti in 2 Pars.

17. Vedoa Dwara Saphal Jeevan — D, K.V, Paliwal.

bl i B R o

MNote — 1,2, 4, 12, 13 and 14 we i Eaglich and the rest i Hindi
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11. A GLIMPSE OF VEDIC WISDOM

Be a conscious person and make your progeny noble and viruous.
(RV. 10.53.6)
Act according to the Vedas and not otherwise. (Ath. 1.1.4}
O an! Live a long life having the life force under control.
(Ath. 19.27.8)
O ye mankind! Proceed onward from the existing status and rise
utmost by breaking into preces the net work of evils which degrade
vou, and cvén death (Ath. 8.14)
() ye man® The pathway which thoo traversed now in ditferent
from that of the enlightened persons; may evils walk far from it so
that thou mavest be able to persue the supreme path by rightousness,
(Yajqu. 35.7).
Truth, streng eternal laws, hereism, knowledge, selfcontrol, and
serviee for humanity uphold the dignity of mother.
{Adh. 1 2.0.0)
Beware! vour nation may not degrade
(RV. 10.173.1, Yaju 12.1)
Let your mind be possessed of noble thoughts and intentions.
(Yaju. 34.1)
May we be fearless from known and unkrown; friends and foes.
(Ath. 19.15.6)
Those whi passess self-confidence atiain greatness by virtue of
lofly enterprises and constant efforts.
(RV. 1.83.7).
O man! Enjoy whatever God gave you. Lusl nol after any one's
rches.
{Yaju 4.1)
0 ye mankind! Let all vour activities Jead you to ane COMMon
goal of universal love and equality
(BY, 10.191.5)
Let the son be obedient to his fallker and inaccordance with his
mother. Let wife speak to her hosband in calm, gentle and sweet
words as honey,
{Ath. 3.30.2)
0 God! Make me immortal where in happiness and bliss are in
abundance, and desires are fulfilled and be gracicus for atainment
of thal state of prosperity.

{(RV. 2.1 13.11).




15,

1 am invimcible.

(Ath. 19.51.1)
6. Let ps assimilate the noble thoughts and actions from all sources,
(RV. 1.81.1)
17 Let us be virtwous, excell the others and protect the society,
{Ath. 2.11.4)
I8, Let us follow the path of nightcousncss
(Yaju. 7.45)
19, O man! Come here, oblicrating the fear of death, enjoying
longevity and excellent health. May you be pure and virtuous and
possess the wealth and progeny.
(RVY. 10.18.2)
20, Let us carn by hundred hands and distribute it with the thousand
hands,
{Ath. 3.24.5)
21, O men! Assemble st a common place and take decision
unanimously, Do not instigate agany each other.
(RV. 7.76.5)
22, Be alert and give up inactivity and litharginess.
{Ath. 2.6.1)
23 Judicious activity and heroism are my two hands, .
(Yaju. 20.7)
24, One should wish to live in this world doing hard woek for hundred
years as there is no other way lor one’s own salvation. A selfless
and detached action keeps the doer away from harm.
(Yaqu. 40.2)
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